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P by the e his 

dict 420 ly ſerved and returned, * Fa 

17th Daj 0 October being, by 
pointment of the Presbytery, 4 775 
and accordingly obſerved, for 
and Prayer at Gateſhaw, after the for. 
lowing Sermon was delivered, and after 
Mr. Hunter had anſwered the 
ſtions drawn up by the Brecbjtery to to 
Sati en and the Congregation had 
openly ſignified their Conſent to have him 


% be few 22 the lifting up 
of their Hands, be was ſet apart to 


the Miniſterial Work among them 
Prayer, and the Impoſition of the Hands 


of the Presbytery : After which ſome 
ſuitable Exhortations having been gi- 


ven, firſt to the Miniſter, and then to 
the People, the Work was concluded 
with Prayer and Praiſe. 
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LUKE xiv. 23. 
=-Compel them to come in, that 


my Houſe may be filled. 


S Friends, Tho the Work. off 
A ſequeſtrating ſome to the Mi- 
niſterial ce, be ordinary 


the Occaſion and Circum- 8 
ſtances of this Work To- day, among our 


Hands, 18 EXUrROTULINALY in many. Re- x 
A 2 ſpecs, 


in the Church of Chriſt, yet 


* 
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e 
ſpects, in ſo much that there was ſcarce 
ever 2 Parallel it _ hu in Scotland : 
| But 6s n ire extra- 
or ir is Matter of 1a- 
mentation, rhar the Defeckiots and Cor- 
ons of the Times ſhould make it not 
"highly expedient, but abſolutely ne- 
ot or 5 elief of Chriſt's ſcattered 
Sheep, and eſſed Heritage, through 
the violent 3 of Church Judica- 
tories, But my Buſineſs, at preſent, is to 
give a Hint at the Nature of that Ainiſte- 
rial Work to which one is to be ſet apart 
here; and the Text I have read lays be- 
fore us a Sum of their Work, as it relates 
to the Sinners with whom they have to 
do: Their Orders are, Compel them to 

come in, that my Houſe may be filled. 
' Theſe Words are Part of a Parable, 
wherein the free Grace of God, in Chriſt, 
is repreſented by a rich Man making a. 
great Supper ; that 1s, the rich and boun- 
tiful Lor providing all the Treaſures and 
Bleſſings of the 'New Covenant, and i invi- 
ting all poor, indigent Sinners, tO whem 
the Goſpel comes, to come and ſhare of 
theſe Bleſſings of everlaſti fe Life and Hap- 

pm s, to be had in Cini 16h Jeſus. 

he Entertainment, that this kind Offer 
gets i is various; ſome reject it, and ſome 
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Hereupon Care is taken to furniſh his 
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embrace it. The Rejecters make trifling 


Excuſes, preferring their Ground, their Ox- 
en, their Hives, that is, their worldly Poſ- 
ſeſſions and ſenſual Enjoyments, to all the 
Bhſmngs of the everlafting Goſpel. 


Table; Go, fays he to his Servants, pick 
up the poor, the maimed, the halt, and the 
blind ; by whom might be meant the de- 
ſpiſed out- caſt Gentiles, who were taken 
in when the Jeus, that rejected Chriſt, 
were rejected of him. N 

But tho many of this Sort came in and 
embraced the Offer yet the Servant. is 
brought in telling his Lord, ſaying, I js 
done as thou haſt commanded ; and yet there 
is Room, Miniſters. are to give Account to 


_ Chriſt, relating to their Miniſterial Com 


miſſion ; 1ſt. Of the Execution of it, It is 
done as thou haft commanded. adh. Of the 
Succeſs; Yet there is Room : Intimating, 
that tho' ſeverals were come in, yet there 
was Entertainment for many more. 
Upon this a new Warrant 1s given out 
to the Servants, to go to the High-ways 
and Hedges, ſince none among the Fews, 
if it be not ſome of the deſpicable Sort, 
the Publicans and Sinners, the Halt and the 
Blind, but none of the Scribes and Pha- 


| rifees will come in; Go out into rhe High: 


eo 


- (4F 
ways and Hedges, to the open Country, 


pick up the vagrant, the poor ſtraggling 


Gentiles, and compel them to come in, that 
wy Houſe may be filled: Where notice, 1ff. 
A Commiſſion given to Miniſters, ſhewing 
what they are to do towards Sinners, to 
whom they miniſter in ſacred Things, or 
to whom they preach the Goſpel, Compel 
them. 24dly. The Deſign of this Commiſſion, 
what End they are to drive at by this 
Compulſion, Compel them to come in. g3dly. 
The "pur Pugs ne" for all this Werke | 
of compelling them. to come in, name- 
ys that my Houſe” may be filled: As if 
the Maſter ſhould ſay, Theſe whcm you 
have to deal with will be very. ſhy. and 
backward, and will hardly believe that 
they ſhall be welcome : Therefore there 1s 
a certain Kind of Cempulſion muſt be uſed 
toward them; you muſt be in earneſt, 
and very 2 with them to come 
in to me, and ſhare of the Proviſion 1 
have made for them, that by this Means 
the Number of my ranſomed Ones may be 
compleated, the Ourcaſts f Iſrael may be 
gathered, my Table may be furniſned, my 
Church and Houſe may be filled. But I 
refer the further Explication to the Pro- 
ſecution of the following Doctrine. ” 
| | 40% B- 


_ OBSERVE, Tbe Minifters of Chriſt bave 
a Power and Warrant to compel Sinners to 
come in to bim, that his Houſe may be 


The Doctrine being much the ſame with 
the Text, I need not ſtand upon the Proof 
of it. You have this Matter very ele- 
gantly repreſented, Prov. ix. I, 2, 3, 4, . 
Miniſters have Authority from their Ma- 
ſter to rebuke, exhort, command and com- 


pel. Ss 
I. I fhall ſpeak of the Miniſterial Com- 
miſſiion and Authority, imported in this 
Word, Compel them. lh 
II. Of the End and Deſign of it, namely, 
that they come in, Compel them to 
come in. 13 5 A: 
III. I'll ſpeak of the Reaſon, That bis 
'  — Houſe may be filled. 9 404 
IV. Make ſome Application of the 
Whole. N 2 


. 


I. I'm to ſpeak of this Miniſterial Power © 
and Authority, imported in this Exprefli- 
on, Compel them. And here we are to no- 
tice three Things; rt, Who are they that 
have this Authority to compel. Secondly, 
Whom they have Warrant to compel. 


Thirdly, - 


4 


„ 
&irdly, What is the Nature and Import of 


* * 2 * 
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Ti 
Fi, Who are they that have this Au- 
thority to compel. The Context ; 
that they are the Servants of Chriſt, Tbe 
Lord ſaid unto the Servant, Go. Here is the 
Office of the Goſpe/ Minifter ; he is the Ser. 

vant of — and — his Chur : rch, 2 Cor, 

iv. 5. We nat ourſelves, but Chriſt Fe- 
ſus 2/0 Lad, and ourſelves your —_ 
Feſus Sake. Their Station in the Church is 

not as Lords of Gd, Heritage, but Servant s. 

This does not at all detract from their 
Miniſterial Office, whale we conſider that 
Chriſt came not to he miniſtred untq, but to 
miniſter and ſerve. If he was the Father's 
Servant, and our Servant in his Father's 
Buſineſs, ſurely it is no ſmall Honaur to be 
his Servant, and a Ser vam to immortal Souls 
for his Sake : Only here we ſee, chat the 
Apoſtles, themſelves, did not pretend co 
be lordly Prelates, nor aſſume to themſelves 
a Domination in the Church, as having 
Dominion over their Faith, but as Helpers 
of their Foy, 2 Cor. i. 1 TT 
Nor can it be oonſtructed aSlavery, where 
it is for Jeſus's Sake, to promote the Ho- 
nour and Intereſt of Chriſt in the Church, 
and to act, not as an inferior, menial Ser- 

van, 
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B 
ET 
vant, but as one clothed with Authority 
in the Maſter's Name, to compel, _ 
This Office of the Miniſter, as a Servant, 
imports both ſuitable Abilities, and a Call 
to improve them for the Maſter's Uſe in 
BROW... 
(x.) It ſuppoſes and imports Qualifica- 
tions and Abilities, fitting him for the 
Diſcharge of this Work in ſome Meaſure ; 
Matt h. X111.-52. Every Scribe that is inſtru- 
Hed unto the Kingdom of Heaven, is like. 4 
Man that is an Houſholder, which bringeth 
forth out bis Treaſure Things new and old. 
And there 1s a threefold Stock of Ability 
that he ſhould have: x. A Stock of Gra- 
ces; for if one be not a good Chriſtian, 
he will never make a good Miniſter. 2. KA 
Stock of Gifts and Learning, that he may 
be able to . corvince Gainſayers, and may 
be apt to teach. 3. A Stock of Experien- 
ces, that he may teach what he knows 
himſelf, that &nowing both the Terrors and 
Comforts ' of the Lord, he may . perſwade 
Men; that alſo he may be able to lay, 1 
believe, and therefore (peak, and what I have 
heard and ſeen, and felt, declare 1 unto 255 5 
otherwiſe his Preaching will be, at beſt, 
but like cold Milk in a Veſſel, and not 
like warm Milk from the Breaſt. 


. (2.) This 
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(io) 
2.) This Office ſuppoſes and imports 
a Divine Call. It is not ſufficient to war- 
rant any Man to meddle with the Mini- 
ferial Office, that he hath a competent 
Stock of Abilities and Qualifications, fitting 
him for the Fork, except he hath alſo a 
Miniſterial Power conveyed to him, either 
immediately by God, as it was in the A- 
poſtles, which was ſuch an extraordina- 
Bei e r a e 
or mediately, according to the Order 
Which: God hath eſtabliſhed in his 
Church. This ordinary, mediate Call is 
twofold, either outward or inward. 1. 
The outward Call by the Church (incſu- 
ding here both the Judgment of the El- 
derſhip or Presbytery, and the Election 
af the Congregation, when the Miniſter 
is to be fixed to a particular Charge.) God 
hath given to his Church, or to the lawful 
Courts and Judicatories thereof, a Mini- 
ſterial Power, whereby, oy Trial and 
Knowledge of a Man's Abilities for that 
Work, they make manifeſt that God hath 
called him; for it is not the Church that 
makes the Miniſter, but God himſelf, by 
conferring Miniſterial Qualifications; the 
Church only declares and authoriſes for 
Exerciſe, theſe whom God doth qualify 
ter ſuch Purpoſe. It is God, himſelf, _ 
: MAKES 
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makes any cobe hb eue 1 
famen GAO: 1.6. '(2.) There is the in. 
the Spirit of God, of which | 
that, as it lies in the Lord's 
ing a Man with Gifts and Graces 
or _ © Winch (for without theſe Quali- 
fications God calls none, whatever Men 
do) ſo it Lies alſo 1 in the Lord s quickey- 
ing, inclining, and 1 them up to im- 
prove theſe Talents which he * en, 
for his Service in the Goſpel of Chriſt; 
and in their having the Teſtimony of a 
good Conſcience, that the Motive that pref» | 
ſes them is God's Glory, and the Edifica- 
tion of the Church. This outward and 
inward Call and Commiſſion is declared ne- 
cellary, Rom. x. 15. How ſhall they preach, 
except they be ſent. Here then is " Ser- 
yant, but what the Service is will fall in 
afterwards. Having then ſhewed who 
they are that have this Authority to com, 
pel, I come to ſhew, _ : 
Secondly, Whom they are warranted to | 
compel, or whom does their Office oblige 


* ES 
gull 


them to deal with, by calling and com-. 


2 them to come in? Why, upon 
it their rejecting of Chriſt and the 

Go pel, the Commilſio here ſeems to re- 

ſpect the ruſtick Gentiles, or all theſe that 

are ie repreſent to be, Verſes 21, 23. in the 

B 2 Streets 


- T2). 
Streets and Lanes, in the High- ways and 
Hedges, as to their Situation; and to be 
poor, maimed, halt and blind, as to 
their Condition. The firſt and leading 
Part of the Miniſterial Mork relates to the 
bringing in of theſe that are Strangers to 
Chriſt, and afterwards the feeding and 
edifying of theſe that are brought in; 
but firſt they are to compel them to come 
in: Them; whom? (1.) Aliens that are 
without Doors. Mibout, it is ſaid, are 
Dogs : But even ſuch Dogs as the Gentiles 
were, may come in when the Door is ope- 
ned to them. We are to open the Door 
to theſe that are Aliens to the Common- 
wealth of Iſrael, and Strangers to the Cove- 
nant of Promiſe, Eph. ii. 12. Even thoſe 
that are 2yithout Chriſt, without Hope, with- 
out God in the World ; if they were not 
without, they needed not be called to 
come in. (2.) They are warranted to 
call in the poor ; for to the poor the Goſpel 
1s preached : Both theſe that are outward- 
ly poor, and in mean outward Circumſtances | 
in the World; the rich generally con- 
temn the Goſpel- Offer; and alſo theſe that 
are inwardly poor, that is, deſtitute of all 
| (piritual Good and Excellencies, deſtitute of 
Grace and Rightecuſneſs, let them be called 
in to ſhare of the Grace and * 
- that 
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chat is in. Chriſt. (z.) They are warran? 


ted to call in the maimed ; that is, theſe 
that want Legs or Arms, unable to Walk, 
and unable to work. The Call of the 
Goſpel is to be extended to maimed Souls, 
as all naturally are, being by Nature it bout 
Strengtb, and deſtitute of all Ability to walk ' 
or work ſpiritually, that they may come 

where they will be furniſhed with Power, 
(4.) They are warranted to bring in the 
halt; the poor cripple Souls, who, if they 


have received any Strength. to walk, yet 


cannot go without halting. They are, 
like their Maſter, to take up in their 
Arms the poor cripple Sheep, that can- 
not follow the reſt of the Flock; for he 
feeds bis Flock like a Shepherd, and gathers 
his Lambs with his Arms, Iſaiah xl. 11. 


Gb) They are warranted to bring in the 
blind, repreſenting how blind Souls, that 


have no Eyes to ſee, but are ignorant of 
God and Chriſt, and the Way of Salva- 
tion, are called to come and receive their 
Sight; for Chriſt is given for à Covenant 
of the People, a Light to the Gentiles, 10 open 
rhe blind Eyes, Iſa. xlii. 7. And the great 
Deſign upon which God ſends out a Go- 
ſpel-Miniſitry among People, is to open 
their Eyes, and turn them from Darkneſs 


to Light, and frem the Power cf Satan unto 


God, 


(14) 
God, Acts xxvi. 18. (6.) They are war- 
al to bring in Vandkrers, theſe that 
were in the Highways and Hedges; as if 
he ſhould ſay, the /raggling | Vagrants, - 
ea, the Highway-man, _ Thief, the 
Robber, the Debauchee, the wicked and 

aceleſs, that are walking in the broad 
Way co Hall: For, as God, by the Go- 
ſpel, brings near his Righteouſneſs and 
Salvation, even to the ftout-heated and 
far from Righteouſneſs, Ja. xlvi. 12, 13, 
ſo Wiſdom and her Maidens, Chriſt and 
his Seryants that he ſends forth, are war- 
ranted to ſtand upon the high Places of 
the City, Prov. ix. and to cry without, to 
utter their Voices in the Streets, to cry in the 
chief. Places of Concourſe, in the opening of the 
Gates, How long, ye ſimple ones, will ye love 
Simplicity, and ye Scorners delight in ſeare 
ning, and Fools hate Knowledge? Turn je at 
my Reproof, &c. Even the wicked Moc- 
kers of God and Religion, the moſt wic- 
| ked and wretched, and abandoned like 
Sinners, are to be dealt with, and com- 
pelled to-come in. Thus you ſee whom - 
they are warranted to compel. But now 
I come to conſider, is DT 

Thirdly, What is the Nature and Im- 
port of this Compulſion: Here we ma 
conſider, %. What Sort of Compulſion it 

is; 
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is; and, 2dly, What Power and Authori: 
Ts What Sort of Compulſion it is. I 
would explain what I take to be the Na- 
ture of this Compulſion, in the follow- - 
ing Particulars ; (x.) It is not an outward 
but an inward Compulſion; it does not 
mean a dragging of their Body, but a 
drawing of their Heart and Soul to Chriſt; 
and when once the Heart, or the internal 
Man, is drawn, then it will draw the 
Body to the external Parr of Religion 
alſo. But what draws the Heart? Why, 
ſays the Apoſtle, Vi the Heart Man be- 
lieveth unto Righteouſneſs ; and this beliey- 
ing, or Faith, "cometh by bearing; and bear- 
ing by the Word of God; that is, by the 
preaching of the Goſpel the Heart is 
drawn to Chr gt ERC 
(2.) It is not a magiſterial, but a mini- 
ſterial Compulſion. As external Compul- 
ſion hath no Foundation in this Text, ſo 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, who are thus 
ſpoken to, have, by Chriſt's Commiſſi- 
on, no Civil Power committed to them. 
It is not a compelling of Mens Conſcien- 
ces, far leſs a compelling Men againſt 
their Conſciences, in Matters of Religion: 
As for Example, in the Buſineſs of the 
ſacramental Teſt, you ſhall be fined, im- 
prifoned, 
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„5 0.16 J1 | 
priſoned, ruined in your Eſtate, if you 
take not the Lord's Supper: No ſuch Com- 
pulſion is here intended. Miniſters are 
not Lords over God's Heritage. Hence, 
(3.).It is not a carnal, but a ſpiritual 
Compulſion. It is not by Force of Arms, 
but by Force of Arguments, Men are 
to be compelled ;. for the Weapons. & our 
Warefare are not carnal, but mighty, 2 -ough 
God, to the pulling down of ſtrong Holds, 
&c. 2 Cor. x. 4,5. It is not by Cudgels, 
but by Conſiderations, that the Will can be 
compelled : When the-Lord concurs wath 
theſe Conſiderations, that are ſpiritual, then 
they are cogent and compelling to the 
Soul. The very opening to Men the 
Riches of Divine Grace, fitted to their 
loſt and undone State, is, through Grace, 
a compelling of them: For, n 
(4.) It is not a natural, but a gracious 
Compulſion. It is not by the Power of 
natural Abilities and Free-will, which is 
the Arminian Arms, that Men are com- 
led; but by the Power of free Grace: 
Therefore, in compelling Sinners to come 
in, we are not to tell them what they 
can do; (for indeed they can do nothing 
ſpiritually, nothing acceptably; they can 
do nothing but deſtroy themſelves) but we 
are to tell them what Grace can do, 2nd 
10W 
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how all their Help lies here; 30 TR * N 


blaß deſtroyed 10 ſeif's but in me is thy Help : 7 
Hence, 


of Miſery 


pes 


(is not a 1 per gn | 
cal Co ion. legal, true, by the ing 
the Knowle 
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e Sin and Mifery. By the _ 
Command = the La- applied 4 66 


Knowledge of Sin, and by the Curſe ß 


the Law apprehended is the Knowledge 


have the Knewied he Need we have 
of Chriſt: The Law therefore is to be 
uſed in a Subſerviency to the Goſpel; but 
the Law, tho it may compel Sinners to 
tome down, down from their lofry Thoughts 
of their own natural Power and Abiliry 
to help themſelves; yet it is only the 


Goſpel that will compel them to come. in : 


For 1 more gy? ee of their Stnfulneſs 


and Miſery by the Law, the more will 


they ſtand aback from comrng to God, 


but will run away hopeleſs from him, un- 


til once the Grace of God, manifeſted 


in the Goſpel, and the Logs of Cbriſt 


.conſtrain, and compel them to come in: 


Hence, 
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Compulſion. It is a drawing with the 
n of. Love, and 21 Bands of. a Mer 


(6.) It is not 4 ri id, bath fad; un 
pleaſant, but a kindly and affectionate 


* 5 
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| g 
Here we ny fi ſay the Kingdom of Hen: 
ven ſuffers Violence,. and the vol take & 

by Force. The Miniſter i is to uſe Violenet 
and Force; but it is not the Force of 
Fire and Sword, dut the Force of Love, 
and the Violence of Reaſon, ſpiritual 
and ſcriptural Reaſon: And be 's 
— now is out of Reaſon, once. 

= ans 
G: ) It is not a merely tional and arg 
mentative, but a Divine Compulſion, in the 

Demonſtr ation of the Spirit, and with Power, 
x Cor. 11. 4. My Speech and i | Preaching war 
wot with © 4 inticing Words of | Man's Wiſdons, 
but in Demonſtration of the Spirit, and with 
Power ; that your Faith ſhould not "ſtand in 
the Wiſdom of Man, but in the Power « 
God, that it might not be a merely rati 
Faith, ſtanding: upon a human Teſtimo- 

ny, or human Reaſoning, but a Divine 

Faith, ſtanding upon a Divine Teſtimo- 
ny, a Divine Demonſtration. Many haye 

-no other but a merely rational Religion, 
and a Faith grounded only üpon rati- 
onal Arguments, by the Force: of which 
they are compelled to own and acknow- 

ledge this or that Goſpel-Truth : But 
what comes of that Faith, when a better 

Arguer appears on the other Side ? Down 
their Faith muſt go, that ſtands u 


uch 
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m and Ræaſc dn. You ma 
flliterate Man or Woman, 'th 
learned. 1 ge 
Art of ar 


ever 


nor any Thing of the 
Thar e 'will #454] better 
Faith, 2 b Petſwafſon of the Truth 
as. it is in . Feſws, than all thefe rational 
Believers, and learned Rabbies ever could 
be Maſters of. Why? Becauſe theſe poor, 
unlearned, yet 250 Believers, are Set 
Saure, e God, and the Goſpel hach 
come tot not in Word, but in Power, 
and in the "Holy Gbo Gboſt, and with much Af. : 
{rac This then is the Compulſion that 
CE ouch ſhould aim at, in preach. 
135 and teaching, nameh, that it be i 
the B 


Power ; but. without this, Mens Eſſays, 
and flouriſhing Harangues, whereby they 
think to Orb Men with the mere 
Force and Strength of their reaſoning, 

will be found but a carnal Weapon, not 
mighty bey through God, but weak or unavail- * 
able ; 8 Strength, nor by Might, but 
by my Spirit, " faith the Lord of Hoſts. Let us 
never expect, that the exterior Call in the 
Miniſtry of the Word will avail, withour 
the efficacious Operation of the Spirit of 
God: And therefore, let us ſeek to pray 
in the Spirit, and preach in the Spirit, 
C 2 that 


emonſfrar on of the Spirit, and with 


(46) 
arc ze nn gh fad. 
that through him we may, do. yaliantly 
in conquering. Sinners, and , compelling 


them : Henee, . 8 Toth ria lid Ti 
(s.) Ir is not a deſpicable, lawleſs and 


unwarrantable, but an authoritative Com- 
pulſion. Go, ſays the great Maſter, and 
eampel them. It is in His Name and Au- 
thority, who is the great King in Zion, 
that they are to do it. As they are te 

ea — 2 Sinners with all Sincetrity and 

arneſtneſs, ſo with all Authority and 
Boldneſs Both theſe are joined together, 
2 Cor. v. 29. Now then we art Ambaſſador 
for Chriſt, as thy' God did beſeech Jou by 
ps, we pray you in Chriſt s Stead, be ye Ye- 
conciled unto God, While they preſent his 
Bowels and Compaſſion, they are alſo to 
repreſent his Authority, as Ambaſſadors 


for him. But this leads to another Que- 


ſtion on this Head. 3 x 
2. What Power and Authority doth 
this Compulſion, they are warranted to 
uſe, import? I think it imports all that 
Power and Authority that belongs to 


them as the Servants and Miniſters of 
Chrift I cannot enlarge upon all the 
Particulars here, that might be treated; 
I ſhall only' mention what occurs. a 
The Miniſterial Power 1s either that 
which they have jointly, in Se 
N 8 with 
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can exerciſe ſeparately, when inveſted wir 
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(I.) There is a Power they have joint- 
Iy; in Conjunction with one another, and 
with the other Officers, or Office- bearers 
in the Church, when judicially met, and 
conftitute as Courts of Chriſt; ſuch as a 
Power of ordaining | Miniſters, which is 


Presbyterial, 1 Im. iv. 14. Nglecf not the 
Gift that is in thee, which was given thee 


y Prophecy, with the laying on of the Hands 
7 rhe nes, A Potter Kd - Diſcipline 
and Government, they being ſuch Servants 
[4 are alſo Rulers, and ſaid to have Rule, 
Heb. xiii. 17. according to the Commiſ- 
'fhon' given unto them, Marth. xvi. 19. and 
"Matth. xv1ji. 18. A Power, hence re- 
ſulting, of adminiſtring eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, 
Excommunications, &c. redding Marches 
wiſely between the Kingdom of Chriſt 
and the Kingdom of Cæſar. A Power o 
making Laws for the Good of the Church, 
agreeable to the Law of Chriſt, and re. 
lating to the orderly Government of his 
Houte, that all Things be done decently and 
in Order. They have no Power, indeed, 
or Authority ro do any Thing againſt the 
' Truth, but only for it, 2 Cor. x11. 8, 10. 
and for the Edification of the Church; 
- When 


V 
When their Power is otherwiſe, employ- 
ed, it is not to be regarded, but to b 
reckoned void and null, 2s many pre- 
tended Acts of Judicatories in our 
dicatories, and Courts of Shriſt, lawigl 
ly conſtitute, is ſufficiently  exemplahed, 
Acts xv. and 16. Where, notwithſtanding 
the wrangling of theſe that deviate, tp 
ging, that the Coogre ation of 41 — 
was equally. che Members. of the Cone 
with the Apoſtles and Elders,| be 

ſometimes the Brethren are mention 
with them; I think, to me it ſeems un- 
anſwerably evident, that the Apoſtles and 
Elders only were the conſtitute Members 
of the Court, by whoſe judicial Determi - 
nations alone the Decrees.' of the Court 
were rendred valid, whoſoever elſe were 
eſent there as Conſenters or Approvers. 
This, to me, I ſay, is plain, in that, (I.) 
The Queſtion that was in Hand was re- 
ferred to none for Deciſion but to the 
Apoſtles and Elders, Act, xv. 2. They de- 

termined that Paul and Barnabas, and cer- 
tain other of them, ſhould go up to Feruſalem 
unto the Apoſtles and Elders about this Queſtion. 
(2.) The Apoſtles and Elders only are 
mentioned as theſe that came toget ber, to 
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„„ 
confider. of t har Matter, Ver. 6. (30 The A- 
— Elders only — by whom 
the Decrees Of the Court aue faid to be 
irdained, Acts xvi. 4. But this by the 
„ ens oa SOL | 

.*(2.) There is a Power and Authority, 
here alſo imported, that Miniſters have, 
which they can and may exerciſe ſepa- 
e a ar nr only in general, that 
of che Adminiſtration of the Word and 
Sacrament, Marth. xxvin. 19. Publick 
_ Preaching, Praying; Praiſing, x Tis. ii. 
r, 2 3: Acts vi. 4. Fam. v. 13. Col. iii. 16. 
But aſſo particularly, they have a Power 
declaratory, to declare the whole Counſel of 
God. A Power inffruffory, to go and teach 
all Nations. A Power bortatory, to exhort, 
And to give much Exhortation, as it is 
ſaid Acts xx. 2. A Power reprebenſory, to 
reprove, as Jobs did Herod, and to ex- 
bert, and rebuke with Aut berity, Titus ii. 
15. A Power refatatory, to refute Error 
and Hereſy, to confute and convince Gain- 
ſajers, Titus i. 9. and ſhew them their 
Sin. A Power mandatory, to command 
them, in the Name of the Lord, to turn 
from Sin to God, through Chriſt, by 
Faith; for this: is bis Command, that we 
ſhould believe in the Name of (bis Sen, and 
this Command they are to give forth 155 

is 
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his Name.: A ain, they have a Power ( 
impenitent, ſaying, He that believeth not 

| ſhall be damned, and except ye repent, ye ſhall. 
all likewiſe periſh. They have a Power 
monitorys to warn them to flee from the 
Wrath to come. They have a Power con- 
ſolatory, to comfort the brot᷑en- bearted, and 
bind up their Wounds, They have a Power 
ligatory and ſolutory; that is, of binding 
and looſing, according to the Threaten- 

ings or Comforts of the Word. A Power 
diſpenſatory ; that is, as Co- workers with 
Chriſt and his Spirit; a Power of eſpou- 
ſing Sinners to Chriſt, I have eſpouſed yuu to 
one Husband, ſays the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. x14 21 
A Power regeneratory, and of. begetting 
them by the Word, 1 Cor. iv. 15. In Chrif 
Teſus I bave begotten you through the Goſpel. 
There 1s a Power edificatory they have, to 
edify the Body of. Chriſt, and build them 
up in the moſt holy Faith. A Power adjus 
tory, to help them much 2vho have believed 

through Grace, and to be Helpers of their 
Joy. So much concerning this ſpiritual 
Compulſion, and the Power and Autho- 
rity imported in it, both for beginning 
and advancing the good Work, and how 
Miniſters may be ſaid to compel. This 
is the firſt general Head, the * 
zom 
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Commiſſion and Authority, Compel lemi 

The IId Head propoſed was, To ſpeak 
of the End and Deſign of this Compuls 
ſion, W To come in; | Compel them 
to come in. I ſhall here only ſhew, what 
T-take to be the Import of this coming in, 
in a few Particulars. The general Im- 
port of coming in is believing in Chriſt, 
who ſo many Times, in Scripture, calls 
Sinners to come to him, Come to me all 


* * 


ge that are weary 3 Whoſoever will, let bim 


come; Him that cometh, I'll in nomiſe caſt 
out. But more particularly, this coming 
in imports, _ 1 0 

(..) That Sinners are without, other- 
wiſe they needed not be called to come 
in. Now Miniſters being called to com- 
pel them to come in, is a warranting 
them to ſhew, and to cauſe them know, . - 
they are without Doors. And this is 
the firſt Mean to be uſed for bring- 
ing in Souls, to conyince them of their 
oF from God; their curſed 
State while without God, without his I- 


mage, without his Favour, without his 


Fellowſhip ; and that, being without a 
Covering from his Wrath, they are ex- 
poſed to eternal Death and Damnation: 
That ſo they may be ccmpelled to cry 
out, What ſhall 2e do to be ſaved? What 
vat D mall 


RT 7 
ſhall we do' to be houſed, and ſheltered 
from the Wrath of God I 
» (2.) To come in imports, That che Door 
is open; and to compel them to come in, 
is to cauſe them to know, that there is 
an open Door of Acceſs | to God; that 
the Door of Faith is —— to the Gen- 
tiles; the Door of Ho opened by the 
Goſpel; the Door of ercy is open, the 
Door of Life and Salvation „Life and Im- 
mortality being brought to Light by the G- 
ſpel; and that Chriſt is the Door, 
X. 9. The Door of the old Covenant of 
Works is a ſhut Door; the Door of per- 
ſonal Righteouſneſs of ours, the Door of 
Pagan Morality, the Door of natural En- 
deavours, theſe are all ſhut Doors; there 
is no Name given under Heaven, Je 
any can be ſaved, but the . of Ji 
But this Door is open, I am the Door 
by me if any Man enter, &c. any Man, 25 
ny Perſon ee Hence, 
(3.) Compel them to come in; it imports 
a full Warrant to come, and a hearty 
Welcome ; and that Miniſters muſt both 
warrant and welcome them. They are 
to warrant Sinners to come in, by the 
Command of their — LORD and 


3. This is his Com- 


Name 


Name- of bi: Son Feſus Chrift. They are to 
welcome them by his Promiſe, Jae vi. 
37. Him that cometh to me, I will in no- 
(4 mel them to come in; imports, 
That, notwithſtanding of the Warrant and 
Welcome they have to come in, yet Sin- 
ners will have a ſtrong Averſion and 
Unwillingneſs to come in; and that there. 
fore the utmoſt Pains muſt be taken witk 
them, to conquer their Prejudides, and 
gain their: Affections. There muſt be 
Line upon Line, and Precept upon Precept, Call 
upon Call, and one Offer upon the Back 
of another, one Motive and Argument 
upon the Back of another; and all is in- 
ſufficient. to overcome the Enmity of Sin» 
ners againſt a Saviour, till Power come 
along with the Means; yet theſe are ſtill 
to be uſed in Dependence upon his Bleſ- 
ſing, not knowing when, or in what 
Mean, a proſperous Gale may blow, © 
(. Compel them to came in; it imports 
ſomething they are to come in to, which 
Miniſters are to inculcate upon them 
namely, that they are to come 1n to 
himſelf, who is both the Door by which, 
and the Houſe to which they are to.come 
in. Chriſt is called, Pſalm xxx1. 2. An 
Houſe of Defence. Sinners are to be taught, 
; _— that 


8 + 
that they muſt come in to his Arms, which 
are ſtretched out, even to a diſobedient and 
gainſaying People, Rom. x. 21: + That they 
muſt come in to his Heart and Bowels, 
which yearn toward them, as they did 
toward Ephraim, Jer. xxxi. 20. My. Bow- 
els are troubled for him; I will ſurely have 
Mercy upon him, ſaith tbe Lord. That they 
muſt come in to his Blood and Righte- 
ouſneſs, and come in to his Grace and 
Fulneſs. e ede l 
 (6.) Compel them to come in; imports 
—_— they are to come in for, as 
well as what they are to come in to: And 
ſo they are to be taught the Errand, as 
well as the Object of Faith. Chriſt is 
the Object, and Salvation is the firſt Er- 
rand of Faith. It is a receiving and 
reſting upon Chriſt for Salvation: They 
are to come in for a Feaſt at his Table; 
and ſurely Salvation is a good Feaſt for 
a loſt Soul. They that are Aliens, and 
without, are to come in for Acquain- | 
tance with God in Chriſt; for his is 
Life eternal, to know God and Feſus Chriſt 
hem he hath ſent. They that are poor 
are to come in for Riches, durable Riches 
and Righteouſneſs. They that are maimed 
are to come in for the Supply of all 
their Detects, that, out of his Fulweſs, they 
| 285 may 
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3 Strength, 


0 29 CY e 
"al receive Grate for y Grace. They clat are 
halt 


are E ha in for Healing and 
t his Grace may be ſuffici- 
ent for them, and his Strength may be 


made perfect in their Weakneſs ; rhen ſhall 


"rhe lame Man leap as an Hart. They that 
are blind are to come in for Light aud 
Sight; for then the Eyes of the blind ſhall 
be opened. They that are ſtraggling in 


the Highways and Hedges are to come 


in for Reſt and Satisfaction in him, which 
3 are in vain ſeeking * their 
Luſts, and in the broad e that 
Dearh and Hell. 

Ina Word, Sinners are to be compel- 
led to come in for Life and Happineſs, 
for Pardon of Sin; for Peace and Recon- 


Ciliation with God, and for all the Pri- 


vileges of the Sons of God; to come and 


bear, that their Souls may Bus; 3 to come 
and ſee the Salvation of God; to come and 


handle the Word of Life 3 ; to come and taſte 
that the Lond is gracious ; to come and ſmell 


the ſweet Savour of the Roſe of. Sharon, that 


perfumes Heaven and Earth, and puts a- 


way the ſtinking Savour of Sin and Cor- 


ruption. And, in ſhort, they muſt be 
taught, that they may come in, and that 
they muſt come in, and {hare - with him 


in R 


cad to 
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an are beavy leaden ; Come with me from 


| Compel them to come in, 


FE (6 3), 
in his Grace here, and Glory hereafter. 


Compel them fo. come In. a: 03538-44566 
(4) It imports, That he is before them, 


| ready to help them in, and to take them 
In. Ic 


is not compel them to go in, but to 
come in. We are not to bid them go 


where he is not, but to come in where 
he is, and where they ſhall have his Pre- 


ſence, Aid and Aſſiſtance. Chriſts In- 
vitations to Sinners by the Goſpel are 
not go, but come, come to me, and cone 
with me; Come to me all he that labour, 


Lebanon, importing the ſtrange _ Encou- 
ragement, and. anticipating; af. Objecti- 
ons drawn from Weakneſs and Inabili- 


ty, ſaying, I cannot come; why? there 


is no Fear if you come, If I were bid- 
ding you go without me, you might be 
afraid; but when I bid you come to me, 
and come with me, and come in, you 
may be ſure I am at the Door of the 
Houſe, teady to take your Hand, and 
help you in: Hence it is ſaid, Heb. vii. 
35. He is able to ſave to the utter moſt al 

that come to God by bim; by him, that is, 

not only by him as the Way, but alſo 
by him as the Leader to take your Hand. 
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ed to them, and would have them join- 
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Our Safety lies in 3 in; and Mi- 
niſters muſt not reſt till they get Sinners 
brought in, ſo as to be joined to the 
Lord Jeſus, and married to him. We are 
to compel them, ſaying, Al Things are 
ready, come to the Marriage, and thereup- 
on to the Marriage-Supper,. Revel. xix. 9. 
Bleſſed are they bat are called to the Mar- 
riage- Supper f the Lamb. Miniſters are 
warranted to. court a Bride for their Ma- 
ſter, and to compel Sinners, by all Means, 
to come in to him, and join Hands with 
him, and join Hearts with him. So much 
for the Import of this, Cmpel them to come in. 
III. The %% d Head propoſcd was, T 
ſpeak of the Reaſon here given for this 
Werk, namely, That my Houje-may be * 


han) 


_ Chriſt hath a Houſe, and that 


* 


led. This metaphorical Expreſſion, in a 
Suitableneſs to the Parable, luppoſcs that, 

a is Houſe, 
muſt be filled. I might here conſider, 
II. What is his Houſe? 24h. What is the 
Import of filling his Houſe ? zadh. How, 


full his Houſe ſhould be. 476. Why his 


Houſe muſt be filled. 3 
I,. What is his Houſe > By his Houſe. 
we may underſtand his Church and Peo-. 


ple, whether the Church viſible or inyi- 
ſible. In ſeveral Reſpects they are called 


his Houſe, where he dwells and reſides; 


h mbolically 3 by the external Symbols of his, 


Preſence in the Church viſible, Pſalm. 


cxxxii. 13, 14. and graciouſly and ſpiritu- 


aly in the Church - inviſible on Earth; 
therefore called the Habitation . of God thre” 
tbe Spirit, Eph. ii. 22. and a ſpiritual Houſe, 
x Pet. ii. 5. This Houſe, in Scripture, 
comes under ſeveral Names and Deſigna- 


tions. It is his Pleaſure-Houſe ; for the Lord 


takes Pleaſure in his People; there he de- 


lights to dwell. It is his Treaſure-Houſe: 


His People are his Treaſure and his Por- 
tion; he gives out of his Treaſure there. 
It is his Magazine-Houſe, built for an Ar- 
moury, where hang a thouſand. Bucklers, all 


Shields of mighty Men ; and there he lays 


up his Magazines for military Proviſion, 
5 the 


1 o. 1 7 b ee ee 
where be fteds ahd dealis bis People; 
He broug br me fe the bay 


Banner. over . a8" 


> Its his: Ho 
fa ital Houſe, where he hath-Cures for all 
aladies, and all Sorts of diſeaſed Perſons, 


Blind. It is his waſhing | Houſes where he 
hath a Laver for pe of polluted 


Souls, and 4 Fountain | 0 for Sin, and 


It is his Howe f Pr 
be Hog ; Praiſe, 0 = 
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ipped and oted. It is his'own Houſe, 
and his Father's Houſe Shall-my Father's 
Houſe become a Dem of Thieves ? TheChurch 
of Chriſt is God's Hauſe, he founded it; 
The Lord bath founded, Zion." It is Chriff's 

Houſe, for he is the Fundatim of it, and 
other Foundations can no Maw oy than that 
is laid, which is Jeſus Chrift. -- He: is the 
Builder, and the Bearer of 11 the Charge 
of the Building, and of all the Honour 
of it; He ſhall huild the Temple of the Lord, 
and . ſhall bear the Glory. T hus mach for a 
Hint at what the Houſe is. 


adh. What is imported in filing his 
25 eee that 


E 1 ) That 


itring Houſe, ond bls - 


the poor, the maimed, the Halt, and the : ; 


3 N 
(i.) That the Elect may be güthered 
in; Compel them to came in; that tb Ele- 
Sion may obtain, as ihdeed it ſhall obtain; 
for all | that the Father hath: given me, ſhall 


come to me; and bim tbat comet h, I'll in 


10 wiſe cal at. 0.1 ade N LY ni 
( 2.) That. my Houſe, may be filled; that 
18, that my ee gathered tO 
gether, theſe that baut made a Covenant 
with me by Sacrifice, Pſabm l. 5. And that 
they may gather themſelves together be- 
fore -the Decree bring forth, before the Day 
of the Lords Anger ceme, that they may 
feek Righteauſniſs, and Jeek | Meekmeſs, ſince 
in this Way it may be they ſhall. be hid 
in the Day of the Lord's Anger. This is the 


Call of God-to his People, in ſuch Days 


of threarned Judgments as theſe are 
(wherein: ante, zl. 8 
(3. That my Houſe may be filled ; that 


is, that the Church viſible: may be ſor- 


ted and ſettled, united arid cemented 
in one -vitible Profeſſion of the Faith, 
after they have been ſcattered and di- 
vided by. Wolves in Sheep's Clothing, or 
by errunecus, and cruel: Shepherds, that 
rule with Force and with, Cruelty.. God 
is calling his People, at this Day, 
to fill his Houſe, by gathering un- 
der his Standard, who gathers the Out- 
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caſts of. Iſrael. oy one, on the. Church | 


vifible may appear by their viſible Pro- 
feffion of, and 9 9 —— to the Truth 
and Cauſe of God, in Oppoſition to all 
that are making a viſible Detection from 
it, and ſo, inſtead of being a true, vi- 
ſible, reformed, ox. reforming Church, are 
viſible Oppoſers of. any Mint that ſome 
are making toward 4 Reforma rmation. 
(4:) That my Hauſe may be filled ; ; that 
is, that the Church .— hant may, in 
die Time, be eines and all the 
Manſions of Glory may be filled up; for 
in my Father's Houſe are many Manſjons, and 
I ge to, prepare 4 Place. for you, and you 
muſt be prepared for it, and muſt, in 
my Name, endeavour to prepare all, That 
are to be Heirs of Glory, tor theſe hea- 
venly Manſions: Ad therefore compel} 
them to come in, that my Houſe may be fil. 
led, firſt here below „and then above, 
that being once brought in, they may af- 
terward be brought up Stairs to the Piace 
where I am, to be for ever with the Lord. 
zdhy. How full ſhould his Houſe be? 
Why, he would have every Corner, every 
Seat, every Chamber, and every Story of 
his Houſe filled. | 
(1,). Every Corner of his Houſe ſhould 
be e, there being all Kinds of Sup- 


2 ply 


e | 
ply for all Kinds of Sinners; and, if l 
may. ſo exprefs it, à Corner for eve 
Kid, an Apartment for every Sorte 
Sinners. As all Kind of Creatures had 
& Place, a Corner, or Apartment in the 
Ark; fo all Sorts of Mankind Sinners, 
Gentiles as well as Jeu, have à Place 
or Corner for them in his Houſe; ac- 
cording to Peter's Viſſon of a Sheet, where- 
in were all manner of four-footed Beaſts | of 
the Earth, and wi Beaſts, and creeping 
Things, and Fut of the Air, Acts x. 12. 
repreſenting Sinners of all, Sorts upon 
Farth, from all Winds and Airths, Eaſt, 
Weſt, North and South, from whence 
his Houſe is to be filled, Iſa. Xliii. . 
He would have every Corner of his Houſe 
filled from every Quarter of the habitable 
Earth; and we hope the Time cometh 
when, according to his Promiſe, * rhe 
Knowledge of the Lord ſpall cover che Earb, 
as the Waters do the Sea, and that Bis Ho- 
mimon ſhall extend from Sea to Sea, and 
frem the River to the Ends of the Earth. 
Look to me all the Ends of the Earth, and 
be ſaved, Ifa. xlv. 22. | | 1 
(2.) Every Seat of his Houſe ſhould be 
filled; Compel them to came in, that my 
Houſe may be filled ; that as there -may 
be no empty Corners, fo there may be 
_ 10 
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e 05 every one, acpording to 
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Gear Thete Are Seats in 


bb 
ank, Order and Station. mM proper 
Seat for the Paſtor; than whom leere f 


indeed no higher Officer in the Chureh. 
A proper Seat for other Officers, ſuch as 


Elders and Deacons. And tho” the Mi. 
uiſterial Office is a Seat and Station in 


the Houſe of Chriſt, ſuperior to that of 
the People, yet chere 15 no Superie 


 in-one-Paſtor over another by - Divine | 


Appointment, bur. a comeiy Parity and 
Equality as ro Office, whatever Difte- 
rence there may be às to Gifts. And 
whatever Preheminence the Miniſter hath, 
it is not a Magiſterial Deminion, but à 
Preheminence of Adminiſtration, and of 
Paſtoral Inſtruction and luſpection. NW 
that every Seat of his Houſe may be filled; 
his Servants are to cumpel tbem to come 
in; and take their Seats ; theſe that are 
fir for the Miniſterial Station, to come 
in and take their Piace; theſe that are 
fit for being Eiders or Deacons, to come 
in, and take their Seats in his Houſe ; 
and all others to come in, and rake their 
Places and Poſts in his Houſe.” David 
chuſeth to be a Deor-keeper in the © Houſe 
F God, rather than to * in -the Tents 

. Wicked- 


* 


Wickedneſs, or to ſit upon 4 Throne of 
| Iniquity. | 
(.) Every Chamber of his Houſe muſt 
be filed. We mood of the Chambers of 
- the King, Song i. Ring bath broug bt 
me into his 1 — Gods or 
ple are called to come in to the ſeveral 
Chambers of his Houſe, /. Xxxvi. 20, 21. 
Come, my People, enter thew 3 into thy Cham: 
bers. Here III tell you four —— of 
51x wen of. ** Was he muſt haye 
1. There are 8 of, Diſtin&i- 
"on. he wants to be fiiled,. ſo as we may. 
not be mixed with, nor conform job the 
World, 2'Cor. vi. 17. Come out from | 
them, and be - ye 4 &c. Rev. win | 
Come out P le, that 
= Partakers. \ ber , 7 ſo — 4 of 
her -Plagues. In a Day of general Defe- 
ction we are to ſide ourſelves, by com- 
ing out from the corrupt Part of a 
Church, and teſtifying againſt them: 
This is the Way how Saints in Scripture 
have overcome their Enemies, Rev. X11, 
11. They overgame by the Blood of the Lamb, 
end. by gr» Word of their Teſtimony. This 
is the Way we are to diſtinguiſh our. 
{ves for the Lord, in declining Times. 


LY 


A There 


2. There are Chambers of Defence in 

bis. Houſe, that he would have filled 

where we may be ſafe in the worſt and 
moſt  threatning Times; The Name of tbe 
Lord it a .firong Toer a ſtrong -Ghams 
ber of Strength, Prov, xviii. 10. Bvery 
Perſection of: God is x Chamber of Del 
fence ; Truſt ye: in the Lord for ever, 8 
Every Office of Chriſt, every Promiie | 
3. There are Chambers of Devot ion 
| in his Houſe, he would have filled; 


thou baſt: ſhut the Door, pray to thy Father 
which": is; in ſecret, and thy: Father which 
ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall reward thee openly. There 
are Chambers of publick Worſhip and 
Devotion; Chambers of ſocial Worſhip 
aud Devotion; Societies meeting for ſpi- 
ritual Edification 3 Chambers of Fami- 
ly-worſhip/. and Devotion, every | Family 
apart; and Chambers of ſecret Devotion, 
every Perſon, apart, Ie Doves in the Hal- 
leys, mourning every one far bis mm Sins, 
as well as the Sins of the Land in ge- 
neral; He would have all thoſe Cham- 
bers filled. And indeed etery Chamber 
of your own: Houſe ſhould: be a Cham 
ber of Devotion, and ſo ſar as it is ſo, 
it is a Part of the Houſe of God. Let 


every 


Matth. vi. 6. Enter into tly Cloſer, and E 
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eterx conrehient Apartment be 4 pray- 


ing Place; fot cher Hearrs Jhall' 1 rhas 
Ke God. 211 64:91:20 (RE & 
4. There. are Chambers. ad 
 Bufineks he would have filled. Chriſt's 
on is nat only 2 Houſe of Prayer, 
but a Work-honſe, wherein we are to 
do ſome Things n God 1 in our Day and 
Generation; Martb. XX. 6. and Cl. XXI. 
ver. 28. Why fund ye bere ail the Day idle? 
Go, work To-day. 2 my Vinegard.. Soo. 
5 his People not only to, pray, 2 
Wee 3 wma to Actibn and Di- 

rael were in great Dan- 
r the Red Sea, and their 
ies behind purſuing chem, God lays 

to Moſes, Wherefore erieſi thau anto me? 
k. ro the. People that thi e 4 

e are not only to cry, but to go for- 
ward: to ur Work and Servioe in our 
ſeveral Stations and Places, as Magiſtrates, 
Miniſters, or People, every one to the 
Work and Duty. of their Station, on 
they may glorify God therein. 
(4) A wy 24 Corner, every Seat, eve. 
mber, ſo every Story of his Houſe 

—_ be filled. There are two Stories of 
his Houſe, the lower Story upon Earth, 
and the upper Story in Heaven, and he 
will have both filled; both the Church 
militant 


0 4¹ oy : 
milietht and the Church vechiniphdid. 
Hog ey are but two Stories of che fate 
ſe; and hence all Believers char are 
Mid (ts bi come 1 Mount" Zion, "the City 
aro "Irving: God, Heb. Xii. 22. are fad 
d to be come 10 rhe . Feruſalens, ah 
the innumerable Com ny of oy zo the 
Ge Aſſembly, an of "rhe" firſts 5 
burn, that are writren 75 Tas "7o 35 
the N. 2 5. all; and lo the Spirit jut Mep 
made Wi) "who are 1 to this 
Hou Even al} Niere in Chfift, who - 
are ae id, in the folléwing Verfe, to be 
tors. by Few, the Mediator of the - "New Ch 
venant; and id rhe RI, of ſp Vin lings that- 
ſp — — "better Things ban the Blood of abel! 
That every Story of his Houſe, therefore, 
8 be filled, Sinners muſt be compels 
led to Some in. ne 
In à Werd, he will have e his Honſe w 
full, chat there may be no Empty Room. 
There is Aeceſs for Sinners as long ad che 
Servants! haye” Occaſion 3 *. 
are already come in, and er there Ts 
Room. © There is RoOm for all the innu- 
merable Number mentioned, Rebel. vii, 9. 
out Of. al Nic ant Khidreds, „ and Peb- 
Fl, and Tongues. i Oh that Sinners would 
come In! chere de no empty Cor- 
ners no ub end) Ser * empty Chamber, 
no 


77 WE : 
2 Emp pty Story of his Houſe; for. he 
woul hav Ve, all filled. ay 0 of 
| bly. Why muſt his. Houſe be filed? 
10 only theſe two Reaſons; (I.) The 
more full his 18 is, 5 inn, 
tageous to the Gueſts. ap 
of in to him, and fl. his Houſe The 
more full it is, the more uſeful. and. help» 
Ful they are to one another; hen. they 
are converted, they ſtrengthen their Bret bren. 
The more full it is, the more pl. 
and heartſome it is, While joining to- 


ge in Prayer and Praiſes They are 

o the more encouraging to one ano- 

| | ther, as Iron ſbarpeneth Iron; and the 
| .more encouraging, even to.theſs that are 
Nee to come in; for then they are 


to. ſa We will. -with you; for we 
. heard 4 God 45 with A 


more full, the more ſafe, and free from 
Hurt; p for. an empty Houſe, . to Ruih. 
It i 2 1 3 5 15 when 1 Ind, 
Bebold your. Houſe 11 t unto. olate 
Nr moor _—  — — 100 WIE 
the Houle is full, full of G and-full 


of Proviſion for them; An y in his 
Houſe there is Bread en BEN r. ; 
(2.) The more fall” the ſe is, th 
more Glory redounds to the Maſter of 
og ht 3 T he more God's _ # 
G7, 4 ed, 


'A's 0 „„ E ˙· MO are Find, FR 
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greater Reve? 
nues of Praiſe will be * to him by - 
all the Inhabitants: of it; 8102 bleſſed ae 
pl that dell in bis Houſe, i they will be. 
praifing bim, Pſa. IXXIIv. 4. He wil 
dl have his Houſe filled, that he max 
haye” many to ſing forth 'the Praiſe f 
his Grace -and Mercy, Power and Pity, 
to all Eternity. So much for che third 
General, © - : 
* 1 come So to the fourth Thing 


ſed; namely, To offer ſome Inferen- 


88 r the A e bn Is it ſo, that the 
Minifters of Chriſt have a Power and 
Warrant to compel Sinners to come in 
to him, that big. Houſe may. be Fla? 
Hence ſee then, 
1 f. That the Miniſters of Chriſt, that 
are ſent of him, are clothed with Au- 
thority: They are, as it were, the Mouth 
of Chriſt, 2 Theſ. ii. 8. They are the 
Stars in bis Right "Hand, and ' Co-workers. 
with him. They are Chriſt's Ambaſſadors, 
and as God ſends Chriſt, ſo Chriſt ſends. 
them. They have the Keys of the King- | 
dom of Heaven put into their Hands; 
and the Greatneſs of their Miniſterial - 
Power is evident from the great Charge 
given to them, Ferem. i. 17, 18. Gird up 


" 1 and 32 * * unt them all. 


that 
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their. Faces 
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King = 12 Kc. e = 1 
1 committed to them is, that f. f 
| eſus Chriſt, I Corinth. v. . 7 
pd ug of their Power is eyident from 
the great Challenge the oO get for not ex- 
ecuting their Office, an Wi their Au- 
thority, againſt. Seducers and erronegus 
Teachers, Revel. ii. 14, 20. It. is evident 
alſo from the great Glory they are to 
have from God, who faichfully execute 
the Minz terial Truft ; 1 Peter v. 25 33 4. 
they ſhall receive @ Crown 0 Righteouſneſs, 
which fadeth © not away. People ought 
therefore to regard their Authority; Tor 
Chriſt hath. ſaid, He that deſpiſeth You, 
deſpiſe uh me. © 
. 2dly. Hence ſee the due Limits and 
Poundaries of Church Power and Au- 
thority. It is to be uſed for. the Good | 
and Edification of the Body of Chriſt, 
and for compelling Sinners to come in. 
hurch Power is unlawfully uſed, when 
it. compels Men to go out, and not to 
ccme in. It is the greateſt Rebellion 
a8ainſt a King, when his Arms and Ar- 
: tillery 


ot hf 12 50 — 
Ws. N muly.: 4X 10A greateſt Ebel. 
de- OT STLS 2 when a 
Church Roll of * Power.. and 
be Authority he hath given them, even a- 
vid Fx inſt himſelf, and his an 
uſe and Intereſt. Minif 1 an 1918 
he gatories have. AO Power t iu he Thing 

mM _ againſt the Truth, Or. agal "_ 
X my of God' 8 Chiles © We See 2 455 KS, 
u- where it is ſaid, - our ut bority, 2bich.the 
us i Lord bath given us for Edification, and nag 
nt > for Jo. Peſtruction. See alſo Chap. x111;;8, 
The Church-Power NY is CXCIGle 
ſed againſt. the Truth, and for the De- 
ſtruction of the People of God, or the 
Ruin of their Souls and ſpiritual Privile, © 
ges, is, to be declared void and null, 
and by no means to be acknowledgę d. 
340%. Hence fee. the Efficacy. of Pike 
Word and Ordinances of God, when 
duly adminiſtred in his Name, Martb. 
Xvili. 18, Whatſoever ye ſhall bind on Earth, 
ſhall. be bound in Heaven, and whatſoever ye 
ſpall looſe, &c. Notice the Power and Ef- 
ficacy thereof from Mat. xxvin. 18, 19, 
20. Great is the Power of the Word of 
Ged, and of a Goſpel-miniſtry in the 
Hand of the Sp irit. It hath a Power of 
eiae nd Direction, a Powes: .of - 
on- 


* * 3s 5 
Contidtion aud Converſion, „ Power of 0 
Humiliation and Conſolation, Pſalm xix. 
7, 8. The Low of the Lord ee con- 
werting the Soul; the Teſtimony cf rhe Lord 
is ſure, making ate the mp z the Statutet 
of the Lord are right, rejoicing the Heart oy 
„ Commandment 'of - the Lord "is pure, en- 
* .ightning the Eyes. It is dangerous to de- 

5 ſe the Word; for 1 it is the Power wy God 
unto Salvation. 

Abh. Hence ſee che Enmity of the 
World againſt Chrift, that they muſt be 
compelled to come in to him; and con- 
ſequently What hard Work that of a 
Goſpel-Miniſter is. If he be faithful, the 
ee but meet with Oppoſition from 
Earth and Hell. Miniſters muſt lay their 
Account with the Contradiction of Sin- 
ners againſt themſelves, and with being 
every where oppoſed, every where ſpoken 
againſt. Iſ they be faithful, they muſt be 
reckoned Men of ee to tbe whole 
Earth, Troublers of Vrael, and ſuch as turn 
rhe World upſide down. If their Teſtimony 
be faithful and honeſt, it muſt rorment them 
that | dwell upon the Earth ; ; and the Earth 
will ſeek to torment them again, and to 
kill the Witneſſes : But they muſt ſeek the 
Ruin of Satan's Kingdom, and the re- 
pairing: of Zion's  Defolations, and the 


main- 
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maintaining and defending. of the Truths | 
2 however Men.and Devils rage. 
ie Hence we may learn how: aul 
le they are that N the er 


per ba Call of the Goſpel, inſtead of 


compelling Sinners to Sons: in. The er- 


roneous and legal Teachers d iv Men'i in 


to themſelves, inſtead of brin them 


in to Chriſt. They ſay, in E „there 


is no Room for ſuch and ſuch Sills in by 
Chriſt's Houſe ; no Room for you that are 
not humble and penitent, and {9 and ſo 


qualified: No Room for the poor, the 
maimed, the halt, the blind, the vagrant 


Sinner. How contrar is that Strain of 


preaching, to the Deſign of the Goſpel, 
which. is to compel thoſe very Sinners to 


come in, whom the legal Strain. of I 
arine would keep out and exclude. 
thy. Hence fee the Nature of Faith; 4 
it is a coming in as we are, poor, maim. 
ed, halt, blind, and wicked as we. are, 
without tarrying and waiting for 
Qualifications, which we ſhall never have 
till we come in to Chriſt for them. Faith 
is expreſſed in Scripture according to our 
A Situation, ſe we are natural. 
ly high in our own Eſteem ;. therefore it 


18 expreſſed by a coming dawn, Come down, 
4nd ſs in rhe Duſt, Liab | xlvii. I. Come 


down 


. 
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down, Zucchens; Salvation is come to h 


thly in our e rot therefore it is 
Omerimes expreſſed by à coming vigb, He 
will be ſanttified in them that come nigh to him. 
Becauſe we are naturally engaged in de- 
arting and backſliding from God ; theres 


Hoo Becauſe we are naturally low, and 
. 1 7 ly 0 N 


fore it is called a coming baok; and rerurn- 
ing J Return ye backſliding Children. Becauſe 
0 


are within, as to Fellowſhip with the 


World; therefore it is called a coming out; 


Come out from among them, and be qe ſepa- 
rate. And becauſe we are without 'as to 


Feſlowſhip with God in Chriſt ; "theres 


fore it is called a coming in, "Come! rhei rc 


come in. Again, | Ti 


Jh. Hence fee chat the Church is 


Chriſt's Houſe ; that my Houſe may be fla 


led. My Houſe ; he is the Lord of the 


Houſe. The Law of the Houſe is Chriſt's 


Law; and therefore muſt not be violated. 
The Ordinances of the Houſe are Chriſt's 


 Otdihances ; and therefore muſt not be 


abuſed. The Servants of the Houſe are 
Chriſt's Servants; and therefore muſt not 
become the Serwants of Men, Or Menepleaſ< 
2r5 in any Way that is diſpleaſing to Chriſt. 
They are not the Servants of Chriſt, when 
the become the Serv ants of Kings, to read 
an proclaim their Acts and Laws, that 
. | © difagree 
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if 


little Ones in his Houſe and Famil 
Servants of the Houſe muſt be Guts 


Servants ; the Children of the Houſe are 
Chriſt's Children: And therefore muſt not. 


be robbed of their ſpiritual Prixileges. 


The Courts of the Houſe are Chriſt's. 
Courts; and therefore muſt not be em- 
515 againſt him, ſo as to eſtabliſn . 
niquity by a Th; otherwiſe they can have 
no Fellowſhi 1 5 him; nor ought we to 
have Fellowſhip with them. The Govern. 
ment of the ouſe is Chriſt's Appoint+ 


ment, as Lord of the Houſe ; and there- 


fore muſt not be invaded or inverted, de- 

ſpiſed or diſparaged. Some cry up the 
ine, and cry down the Government 

of Chriſt's Houſe ; but there is a Doctrine 


of the Word concerning the Government 


of the Church: And therefore, if they had 
a due Reſpect unto the whole Doctrine of 


Chriſt's Houſe, they would ſhew Reſpect 
to the Government of his Houſe alſo. 


Presbyterial Church- n „ as foun- 


od, 1s a Part of Seofe | 
land's covenanted Reformation: And, un- 


leſs theſe that have profeſſed themſelves to 


ded 45 the Word of 


be ng can now prove, that 


Prefs 


ifagree with the Acts and Laws of Hea- 

ven? They are not the Servants of Chriſt, 
they bedome the Servants of Fatrons 

and great Men, to the opprefling of Rus, of 


8 
Presbytery is * and unlawful, and dif 


4grecable "to the Word of God, they muſt 
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acknowledge, that our National Covenants 
ate binding in this Matter, as well as in 
other Dottrines : And indeed, if a Covc- 
nant with God, in Things lawfuh, he not 
binding, then no Coyenant.eyer was. 
. Hence ſee what 4 heavy And Jamen- 
table Matter it is, when Chrif's Houſe is 
empty. What a Pity is it, that his Houſe 
ſhould be empty, who is ſuch a kind and 
liberal Lord, that he loyes not to R 
empry Houſe? Nothing is more eite 
ing and diſhonouring to him, than to Jee 
his Houſe empty of Incomers, . and fey pi | 
thronging in to it. He looks upon his 
Houſe as a deſolate Houſe, when it. is emp- 
ty of Comers, that come in by the Door, and 
full of Thieves and Robbers, that come 
not in by the Door, but limb up ſome; ather 
Way. Hence it is one of the heavieſt 
Dooms he paſles againſt a Church, when 
he leaves it empty and deſolate, becauſe 
of their Unbelief, in not coming in to 
him at his Call; Matth. xxiii. 37. O, Je- 
ruſalem, Feruſalem, how oft would I bawe gg. 
thered thy Children together? &c. but ye would. 
not! Behold your Houſe 5s i unto you deſo- 
late. Heavy is the Caſe of a Church, when 
it is left empty. of ſound. Profeſſors, emp- 
ty of faithful Miniſters, empty of mare 
CY * 


; CETY Yo: 
fach Kapche Aud Balladen is 2 heavy 
and _ it is lefr into the Han 
of Robbers: rob Chi of his Ho. 
noir, and be Ke Royalties of his Crown and 
Dighity, and fob his People of their 
Rights and Privileges, then his Houſe 
comes to be alienated from him, as it 
were, to them; fo as to be no: more hrs 
Houſe, but theirs ; Behold your Houſe 3 is r 
ts 1 deſolate. Wo to that Cl Church that i8 

en up of Cbriſt, and left into the Hands 
802 Laer and Robbers. What will they 


— 
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do with the Doctrine, Diſcipline, and G. | 


N of the Church; but rob on, and 
= on to the Foundation E 
% and The, that it is a Matter of 
Praiſe and Thankfulneſs, and a great 
Mercy in declining Times, when there 
is any to come in and fill his Houſe that 
it be not left alcogether empty. It is a 
Mercy if there is a Remnant, that keep 
up the Name of his Houſe, and favour 
tht Huff of Zion, Pſalm cii. 13, 14. Except 
#he Lord of Haſts had left us a very ſmall 
Remnant, we had been as Sodom, &c. Some 
cry out, O Diviſion, Diviſion ; ſuch and 
fuch Men are for nothing but Schifm and 
Diviſion! But when Defection becomes 
ral, Diviſion becomes a neceſſary Du- 


Ta and a great _— ; otherwiſe all 


woul d 
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would run down 6 the Gulph of Deſe. 
&ion together, making Peace, and Pre- 
tenſions to brotherly Love, a Grave for 
burying all Zeal for God, and his Truths 
and Intereſt. If Cbriſ's Houſholders have 
not Salt in themſelves, as he commands, 
Mark ix. 50. how can they have Peace one 
with another, unleſs it be a Peace with- 
out the Salt of Trauth, like the Peace of a 
Dunghill, where every Particle doth but 
corrupt another? Peace without Truth 
being but a Contederacy againſt Heaven, 
ſuſpe& their Honeſty who cry out, O the 
Schiſm and Diviſion of the Day! but never 
a Word of the Corruptions and Defecti- 
ons thereof. Who are the Schiſmaticks and 
Dividers 1n Scotland ? Theſe that adhere 
to the covenanted Reformation thereof, 
founded on the Word of God, or theſe 
that are meine covenanted Work of Re- 
formation to the Ground? Suppoſe a Com- 
pany walking on a Road by the Side of 
a Ditch, moſt of them fall into the Ditch, 
and then cry to their Fellows, If ye come 
not here, and join with us, we will charge 
you with Schiſm and Diviſion; how ri- 
diculous would that Accuſation be! Sure- 
ly theſe may be ſaid to go out of the 
Houſe, who go out of the Way of the 
Houſe, out of the Order, Rule, and Go- 
veti ment of the Houſe ; Hut theſe may 14 | 
1 Lai 
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aid, properly, to come into the Houſe, 


and abide in it, who abide by the Doc- 


xrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Govern- 


menr' of the Houſe : And I fay, in de- 


-clining Times, it is a Mercy there are a- 
ny to come in and fill his Houſe, and to 
abide in it, and keep Poſſeſſion of it, by 
zealous teſtifying and contending for 
the Faith; when others are goin 
the Door of Defection and A ſtaß 


out b7 
y ; and 
perhaps Chriſt. hath ſome Diſciples _— 
them, to whom he is ſaying, Will ye alſo 
away? May the Lord awake all the. 


Virgins that are aſleep in our Day 


x des. Hence ſee the Duty, both of Mi- 


niſters and People. The Duty of Mini- 


ſters, and their Work: Their Work is 
not only driving Work, while they preach 
the Law as the Schoolmaſter to lead to 
Chriſt; but it is alſo drawing Work, while 
they preach the Goſpel of Chriſt, who was 
lifred up to draw Men to him by his 
Love and Grace. Their Work is winning . 
Work, ſeeking to win Souls to Chriſt, 
e ee them to come in. And their Work 
is filing Work, That their Maſter's Houſe 
may be filled; That every Corner, every 
Seat, every Chamber, every Story of his 
Houſe may be filled. As long as the Go- 
ſpel is preached, his Houſe is a filling; 
and as long as there is Roem in his 


Houle, 
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iter; 
his Work is never over, ſo long as his Ma- 
ſter's Houſe is empty; Compel them to cum 
in, that my Houſe may be filled. © 

Further, their Duty is, (as the Context 
points out) x. To go out, ver. 21. into the 
wide World, Go ye into all the World, and 
preach the Goſpel to every Creature. Mark. 16. 
15. And, as they muſt go out to the World, 
ſo they muſt go out of the World, and out 
of themſelves. 2. To go out quickly; ver. 
21. to loſs no Time, for Sinners are in 


Hazard of Periſhing eternally; and we 


muſt haſten to pluck them as Brands out of 
the Burning, now is the accepted Time, now 
is the Spirit promiſed. 3. To let them 
know we are in earneſt for our Maſter; 
and endeavour not to to tickle their Fan. 
cy, but to touch their Heart; to compel 
them by importunity, and take no Retu- 
ſal. 4. However many have come in, we 
are to tell them, That yer there is Room for 
more; and, That Chriſt's Heart is open, 
and his Riches: inexhauſtible; and, That 


in his Houſe there is Bread enough, and 


to ſpare. 5. The Zeal of his Houſe muſt 


cat us up; for our Concern muſt be, 


That his Houſe be filled; the number of 
the Ele& muſt be com pleated, . and the 
Reſt left inexcuſable, Al that the Father hath 
given bim, ſhall come ts him; yea, theſe he muſs 


bring, 


* 
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bring, and they ſhall bear bis Vajee.' Let tie 


encourage us when many believe not. Net 
6. We muſt iheu/ them che Danger of re- 
ee 24s angry 3. we-mult tell 
them what a terrible Thing it is to anger 
be be; angry, and they periſh 3 Grace de- 
iſed, is Grace forfeited, like Eſau's Birth- 

right. ot Miniſters muſt remember the Ac- 
counts they. are to give; here the Servant 
gives Account, Ver. 22. Lord, it is done at 
7 commandedſt, and et there is | Room. 
muſt give Account of the 


— 


Suücceſs of their Miniſtry ; they muſt give! 


Account of what they do, and. how it 
R : They muſt do it now at a 
hrone of Grace; if they ſee the Travel 
of their Soul, they muſt go to God with 
their Thanks; and if they labour in Vain, 
they muſt go to God with their Com- 
plaints. They muſt give Account hereaf- 
ter alſo, at the Judgment Seat of Chriſt, 
they will be brought as Witneſſes againſt 
theſe that perſiſt, and periſh in their Un- 
belief, to prove that they were fairly in- 
vited; and as Witneſſes for theſe that 
(thro' Grace) accept of the Call, Behold I, 

and the Children which the Lord hath given 
me. The Apoſtle. urges this, as -a Reaſon. 
why People ſhould give Ear to the 3 
1 | _ ſent 
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ſent to them by his Seryants; fbr they 
watch for your Souls, as theſe that muſt gide 
an Account, Heb. x11. 17. 8. Miaifters 
a good Example and compel them to come in; 
to come, not to go in without us; but to 

o in, ſo as we go in with them, or go in 
ore them. Miniſters little need to be 


ads the Carpenters that built the Ark for 


others, and yet were drowned themſelves; 
that preach the Goſpel to others, and yet 
themſelves be Caſtaways: People have 
Eyes to ſee what we do, and how we walk, 
as well as Ears to hear what we ſay, and 
how we ſpeak. . 
Again, hence fee the Duty of People 
that hear the. Goſpel, Have Miniſters 
Authority to compel you to come 1n, that 
our Lord's Houſe may be filled? Then 
come in, come in to our Lord Jeſus ; and 
if you have any Objection, any Averſion, 
or Unwillingneſs, O! ſuffer your ſelves 
to be compelled. Do not reſiſt the Mini- 
{terial Compulſion that God is pleaſed to 
make Uſe of; ſurely willing Souls are wel- 
come, when theſe that are unwilling muſt 
be compelled. If God hath made you 
willing, it is well; the Day of Power 
| hath made you ſo: If you be preſently ' 
willing, peremptorily willing, pleaſantly * 
willing, and univerſally willing ; preſent-/ 


ly 


* — 
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Peremptorily willing, ſaying, I muſt have 3 


him, or 1 : Pleafantly willing, 
content joyfully ro 


| ſell your All for the 
Pearl of great Price: and Univerſally wil- 
ling, willing to have Chriſt in all his Offi- 
ces ; to be a Saviour to ſave you from Sin; 


as well as to ſave you from Hell. I fayg 


if you be made willing; and can be active 


in doiaß⸗ the willing Soul is the wel- 
come Soul. But if you find Difficulties 
and Objections, and cannot be active; 
then, Oh! yield yourſelf paſſive, if you 
cannot be ſo active as to come in with 


out Compulſion, then yield yourſelf paſſive; 


that is, willing to be compelled and drawn 


in; do not reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt, and his 
drawing, Motions and Influences; do 
not reſiſt the Call of the Goſpel ; but lay 
yourſelf open to be compelled, that is, to 
to be convinced, to be converted, to be 
turned, to be perſwaded, to be exhorted, 


to be entreated to come in, that our Lord's 


Houſe may be filled. 


. 


Oh! come in, poor Sinner, let me com- 


pel you to come in to Jeſus Chriſt, who | 
1s ready to welcome you into his Houſe 
and Heart, both at once. Come in, how? _ 
O! come in believing; and, if you cannot 
believe, come in looking to the Author 
of Faith, ſaying, Loos I believe, belp 

| | thi 
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thou mine Unbelief. Come in repenting 
of all your former Sinz : Aud, if 'you can- 
not repent, come looking to Chriſt, as 
exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, te 
give Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins. 
Come in praying: And if you cannot 
pray, come to him looking for the Spirit 
of Grace and Supplication promiſed / in 
the Goſpel. Come in running: And if 
you' cannot run, ſeeking that he may draw 
you, ſaying, with the Spouſe, draw me, 
we will run after thee, 

By what Arguments ſhall I e you 
to come in? There are ſome awful Argu- 
ments I might make uſe of. 0 
1. Conſider, Enemies are coming in up- 
on you like a Flood; and what will be. 
come of you if you come not in to Chrift ? 
The Floods will drown you, if you 
get not into the Ark: A Flood of Errors 
is coming in, which is like to drown your 
Soul in Perdition: A Flood of Defection 
and Corruption is coming in, and is come 
in already; and you will be carried away 
in the Flood, if you come not in to Jeſus: 

A Flood of Wrath is ccming in, O! con- 
fider the Circumſtances of the Day we live 
in: God is in Arms againſt Britain and 
Ireland, for Breach of Covenant and Per- 
jury ; tho' Scotland and England had Walls 


reaching up to the Heavens, and Navies 
1 AF COver- 


a © 
covering the Ocean, and tho France and 
in were boch ſſeeping; et: God hath a 
ontroverſy, which he will plead; for he 
ſays, Shall nos wy Saul he avenged on ſuch 8 
Maroc Wed: og omen negy 
But, tho' God had no Controverſy with 
the Church and Land in general, yet he 
hath ſomewhat againſt thee. in particular; 
O Man, Womam, that haſt never yet cloſed 
with Chrift and come in to him; you are 
under Condemnat ion by the Law, as! 
as you have not believed the Goſpel: 
May I compel you by the Curſe of the 
Law you are under, to cry out, O what 
ſhall I do to be ſaved If you ſaw your 
Need of Chriſt, and the everlaſting Wrath 
you lie open to, while you are out of Chriſt, 
1 would cry out more than a dying 
an ever did for a Phyſician, or a 
drowntng Man for a Boat. What, are 
you content to ly, and die under that e- 
verlaſting Wrath of the everlaſting God? 
Knowing the Terror of the Lord we 
would perſwade Men to come in to Chrig. 
O it is a fearful Thing to fall into the 
Hands of a living God ! but, I 
2, I would rather compel you by the 
Bleſſings of the Goſpel: And O that God 
himſelt would draw: you, with the Cords 
of Love and of Grace! 54 
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| 1 
Conſider therefore, O Sinner, That 
the Call is unto you; to you is the Word 
of this Salvation lent. We are bidden go 
out and bring you in, ver. 21 of this 
Chapter where the Text lies, Go out quick- 
ly into the Streets and Lanes of the City, and 
bring in hither the poor and the maimed, and the 
halt, and the blind: Go out and preach the 
Goſpel to every Creature. And now, in 
Providence, we are come out, as far as this 
Place, to compel you to come in. Xe 
that are poor, come in and be enriched: 
Ye that are maimed, come in and be ſu 
plied: Ye that are halt, come in and 
reſtored : Ye that are blind, come in and 
be enlightned : Ye that are wandring in 
the high Ways, and running in the broad 
Way to Hell, come in and be ſaved both 
from Sin and Wrath: Ye that never came 
to Chriſt before, O come in now; what- 
ever you have been formerly; whatever 
atrocious Crimes you have been guilty 
of; yet all Bygones ſhall be Bygones, 
if you come in this Day, from this Day 
will he bleſs you: If you come in this 
Hour, from this Hour will he bleſs you: 
And O may this be the happy Hour when 
the dead ſhall hear the Voice of the Son 
af Gcd, and they that hear ſhall live. Ye 
that fancy ye have come in to Chriſt for. 
merly, and yet may be deceiving your. 
. Ares 


„ 

ſelves, and debarring yourſelves from bs. 
lieving, by the Notion: you are Believers 
already; O come, and make it ſure Work; 
come and take a better Grip of Chriſt, a 
faſter Grip than ever, ſueh as Death it- 
ſelf ſhall not looſe. Ye that are young come 
in, and get Grace to remember your Cre- 
ator, and Grace to be early Seekers of 
him, who ſays, I love them that love me, and 
they that ſeek me early ſhall find me. Ye 
that are old, come in to Jeſus, and get 
your gray Hairs crowned with Righte- 
ouſneſs, that, when Death comes, you may 
de among the bleſſed Dead that die in the 
Lord. Ye that came here only to gaze up- 
—— O come in, and ye ſhall get 
a View Of the King in bis Beauty. Ye that 
came here to ſatisfy your Curioſity, come. 
in, and ye ſhall get Satisfaction to your 
Souls, and Food to your Heart, and not to 
your Fancy only. Ye that came here for 
ſome trifling Reaſon, like Saul going to 
| ſeek his Father's Aſſes, ſome carnal and 
beaſtly Errand or other, O come in, and 
ye ſhall get a Kingdom before you go; 
For he that believeth on the Son, hath everla- 
ſting Life. Ye that came here to mock, 


and to ſcorn, O come in to Jeſiis; who 
ſays, How long, ye ſimple' Ones, will ye love 
Simplicity, and Scorners delight in Scorning # 
Turu ye at my Reprodf 3 and I will pour out 
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will make known, wy 
Hords: unto ou. Ve that come here under 


the heavy Ecad of the Guilt of Sin, Q 


come.in andi get pardoning Grace; God's 
Indemnity is offered unto you, H even I, 
4 be oy blotrech out thine Iniquity, | for 
wing cum Names Sake. Ye that came here 
under the Power of Sin, and me Pollu- 


tion of it, O come in, and get ſanctify. 


ing and purifying Grace; for here is 8 
Fountain opened for Sin and for Uncleanneſs, 
Ye that came here, and know not well 
for what you came, O come in to Jeſus, 
and ye ſhall know wherefore he broug he 
u here in his Providence: Ye hall 
— whatever your Deſigns were, that 
God had a Deſign of Mercy in it to you. 
Je that came here only to ſee a Miniſter 
ordained, in theſe extraordinary Circum- 
ſtances of the Church, O come in; we 
would compel y ou to come in to Chriſt, 
and ye ſhall ſe a greater Sight, and a 
more extraordinary A ye ſhall 
ſee Chriſt ordained of the — to be a 
Miniſter and a Saviour unto you, a Pro- 
phet, Prieſt, and King for you; tor him 
hath God rhe Father ſealed. Ye that came 
here only to get a Miniſter among you, 
O come in, come in, and get the beſt 
Miniſter firſt, our Maſter to be your Mi- 
niſter. Take i firſt, and then Paul 


and 


TV. a7 
and Apoſtles are yours: Ne ſhall ther 
have the Miniſter, and God's Bleſſing 


Wich him. n 
Donſi der again, „ 


you to 
come in, that every Door of his dals is O- 
. to you to come in, that his Houſe may 

e filled; Tam the Door, ſays Chriſt, and in 
this everlaſting Goſpel this Door is o- 
pened, and there is no Impediment to 
hinder your Entrance. All Impediments, - 


on God's Part, are actually removed, the 


Law is fulfilled, Juſtice is ſatisfied, Wrath 

appeaſed, Death vanquiſhed - by this JE- 
sus: And all Impediments, on your Part, 
are virtually removed; Faith, and all 
Grace, and Glory is purcha{ed ; all Things 
are ready, come to the Marriage: The Door 
is open, come in, and take him by the. 
Hand of Faith, giving your Aſſent and 
Conſent to the Bargain; here the Door 
of Grace and Mercy is opened; the 
Door of Hope is opened to you in the 
Valley of Achor ; the Door of Life is o- 
pened to you that are dead Sinners; O 
come in that you may have Life; the 
Door of Pardon is open to you that are 
guilty Sinners, ec. the Door of Peace 


s opened to you that are Rebels; Chriſt 


hath received. Gifts for Men, even for Ba be 
rebellious; the Door of Sandtification is 
opened to you that are polluted a 
5 = T 


TT. E- 
T he Blood 'of Chriſt cleanſerh from all Sin, 
and be it made God to jn / Santtificati= 
on; the Door of Faith is opened to you 
faithleſs Sinner; Chriſt is the Author of 
Faith, as well as the Object of it, O come 
in and get Grace to believe; the Door 
of Repentance is open to you, impeni⸗ 
tent, hard- hearted Sinner, Chriſt 3s e 
alted to give  Repentance ; the Door of | 
Salvation is open te you, loſt Sinner; 
Chriſt came to ſeeł and to ſave that which 
was loſt; the Door of Conſolation is 
open to you, dejected Sinner, come in 
to him, who is the Conſolation of . Iſrael 3 
© the Door is opened to you that do. not 
think, and cannot think it is open to 
you; My Thoughts are not your. T houghts, 
faith the Lord; for as the Heavens are high 
Er than the Earth, o are my I houphts hi — 
er than your T houghts, and my Ways 6, ak | 
Jour Ways. >: 41 Ines 
Our. Maſter's Houſe is like the New 
Feruſalem, that hath three Gates to every 
Airth, Revel. xx1. 13. On the Eaft ' three 
Gates, on the Meſt three Gates, on the South 
three Gates, and on the North three Gates ; 
and all the Gates of his Houſe are open. 
Where dwell you, Man, Woman? In Scor- 
land, or in England? In the Eaſt, or in 
the Weſt ? In the North, or in the South? 
O come in, come in; for the Gates are 
f | 3 open 


ava da 
e l pg = 85 take joy | 


the four Airths of Heaven, Eaſt, Weit, 


North and South, to witneks, . * 
are called to come in. . 
Ibis is the firſt Offer chat erer the 
preſent Speaker made of Chriff to the 
aps” Part of you, and it is like it may 
the laſt. It is the firfl Sight that e- 
ver we all: had of one another, and it 
like we fhall never hear or ſee one 
another again, till it be before the aw- 
ol Tribunal of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
hen be > comes im the Chauds of ' Heaven : 
And, in the View of that awful Day of 
Judgment,Lwould now compel you to come 
in to ham who will then ſay to the wicked, 
_ rt from me, ye curſed; but now is on 
hrone of Grace, ſay ing, Come to me, 
ye curſed Sinners, and get a Blefing. 
= 8 ene the. awful Au- 
of the great God, and by the 
Blogs and: Bowels of the Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, to come in to him for all the 
Ends I have mentioned, N 
3 55 Con- 


1 

| ond en how pty n * and 
what Room thefe is in it, and how feu 
are coming in; and ſhall ui Pipe be 
left empty for youꝰ Every Corner of his 
Houſe ſtands empty, every Seat of - his 
Houſe, every Chamber of his Houſe, eve- 
ry Story of his Houſe ſtands empty for 
your Part, though ou be called to come 
ain, that his, Houſe may: be filled: O! 
rell it vor in Garh, nor . 5 in rhe 
Street of Aſhkelon. - 

Will ye tell me, what ails Fn at t Chrif? 
Is his Perſon contemptible, who. is Imma- 
nuel, God-Man, God with us 22 Is his Pur- 
chaſe contemptible? Is Grace and Glory, 
and a ww Eternity nothin 4 to you, 
and unworthy of your Regard? Let a- 
little while, * Time ſhall be no more; 
and, if Time be gone before you come 
in, in vain will you cry, O call Time 
again. What a terrible Sting will that 
Reflection give you, O! I had once a 
fair Call to come in to Chriſt, but f 
:#Flighted it! I had Convictions of Sin, but 
J crueified them | I had warm Deſires to 
come to Chriſt, but I quenched them, by 
returning to, my Luſts, and ſinful Diver- 
-ſions'!! O! what Madneſs poſſeſſed me, that 
I did not accept of Chriſt as well as 0- 


_-thers, that I refuſed Chriſt, and chooſed 
1 Vanit ies „ 


4 Con- 


* a _ = 


IS. * mw ee oz 1 


when we endeavour; in his Name, to cm. 
pel you to ce in. The Word of a God. 
s a compelting Word. The poor Mam 
that ſpeaks to you cannot "compel you; 
but the God that ſpeaks by him can. 
And if you can hear this Word not as the. 
Word of Men, or of the poor Worm that 
is ſpeaking to you, but, 'as\ it is indeed, 
the Word of God, if you can believe, that 
God is ſpeaking to you, then the Word 
will work effectually in you that fo be- 
_ = Pen you nog” that this 
m1 aker 1s preſent, ſpeaking to 
you, Saw ul hear a Sound of Oni. 
potent Power in his Word going through 
your Heart. Wis - ir 
What t Is: the Power of the Spirit to 
be expected to go along with the Word, 
in this Day of Clouds and Darkneſs, in 
this Day of Shaking and Commotion? 
Yea, he can make the Clouds his Chariots 
for riding in to your Heart. He hath 
ſaid, He will, ſhake all Nations, and the 
Deſire of all Nations ſhall come. And, even 
in the midſt of theſe ſhaking Times, he 
is coming to you in this kind Offer of 
himſelf; and ſhall we not hope he is 
coming to ſome in the Power of his Spi- 
$9446 &. 2 7 rit? 
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rt For the -gracious Qſſer of he Go- 
ſpel 18-: the Chanel, wherein the 'Pow- 
75 Influences of the Spirit mn. Oh! 
— Heact here the Grace and 
of Chriſt, ſaying, (mein. He 
doth. not ſay, Gg in without me, but 
come in to me; importing, If von would 
fain come, and want re is 


Ps 
my helping Hand. May the Lord him. 


ſelf perſwade you, and compel you to come 
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bigger more 1 to ak timitel ; 


Societies in and about Mor battle and 
« Stitchel, Occaſion of the much 
A | lamented Death of the Reverend Mr, 


John Hunter, lately ordained Mini- I 


| Her among them; and at whoſe Or- 
dination the Ry Seren was 
debe | 1 


Ver dear u 


HIS ayful Diſpenſation of Providence, 
in the ſpeedy Removal of this worthy - - 

“Paſtor, cannot but be moſt afflicting to 

al che Lord's People through the Land, that e- 

ver enjoyed the Benefit of hearing the joyful 
Sound of the 1 Goſpel out ny his 1 
ſant edifyin but more eſpecially to you, 
that bad che Pio Proſpect of enjoying the Advan- 
tage of his fixed 15 iniſtry among you, and who 
are ſo quickly bereaved of NN a Bleſſing. To 
you the obs muſt be very heavy and ſmarting. 
He was indeed a Burning and Pint Light, 
that burnt ſo faſt; and ſhone ſo bright, it is 
the leſs to be wondred at that he did not burn 
and ſhine long. The precious Oyl that was in 
this Lamp, be being once lighted, by a Licence to 
_ preach, 


8 


AT "burnt 0 intenſely, that the — — it 
behov'd ta waſte : For, befide the A ep. 
ments that were laid upon him after his Li- 


cenge, and before his Ordination am | 
which Appointments he might Wn v Beh. 
Eier 5 more. eaſily, es - great 
beſide. theſe, I ſay, his Heart was 
much, 77 55 upon the great Work of feeding Chri 
Lambs, that he _ 2 refuſe the cbiſtane 
Solicitations of poo ving Souls; crying for 
D of. the 3 erg and Wie — 


Life from him, in the ſeveral . 


Land where he went; inſomuch that, as 1 5 5 ö 
informed, he would have preached upwards of 
thirty Times in the Space of fourteen Days. 
And though what was the Gain of oth 
2 ſuppoſed to be your Loſs, that this bright 
e was ſo far 3 and waſted, in this Man- 
3 before it was ſet among you; yet you 
allo: fhared as liberally: as others, of that "cif 
cumambient Bleſſin * as to enjoy more of it 
je than ſince * Ordination: However, 
91 to adore that haly Providence, that 
— h a bright Star to ſhine among, you, 
though but for a little. He that hath 750 = | 
i Bis ri «1h Hard, may give or take them as 


| be lp Was, no doubt, a great Loſs ta the Gene; 
2 that ſuch a pracious Perſon, endued with 

reat and uſeful Gifts, as he was, ſhould 
bare . ved ſo long in ſuch a retired and ob- 
ſcure Way: And, as this was moſtly owing to 
the A AIR of the Times, with which his 
zealous Soul could never mingle itſelf; and a- 
ant high, he always, i in his Station, teſtified 3 


A 


. fobaving ance 17 himſelf with the Afſbciate 


Presbytery been licenſed by them to 
tion to the corrupt Age, by which ſuch exxelſent 


Talents were ſo 


* 
* * 


taking and edif ling inſomuch that he hecame the 
t 


1 


Similies and arr. roars tending. to convey 
the Truth with ſuch Pl 

the Hearts of Hearers, that few or none wha” 
heard him once, but were fond to hear him again. 


Theſe Things conſidered, together with his h- 


ly, humble, and meek Converſation, his greg 
_— profound Judgment, Aptnels to teach? 

and Ability to . convince Gaisſayers, with other 
great and excellent Endowments, wherewith he 
was bleſſed of God, contribute, no doubt, to 
heighten your Grief, that have loſt ſuch an emi- 
nent, wel qualified / Paſtor, and that in ſuch a 
fadden Manner, which ſerews up the Trial to a 
ver peat Height, in the holy, wiſe, and ado- 
rable Providence of Ge. 
It is more than probable there will be various 
Commentaries upon, and Interpretations People 
will make of this trying, and afflictive Providence, 
according to their various Sentiments concerning 
the publick Differences of the Times. Many are 
apt, too ſoon, too raſhly and haſtily, to explain the 
Works of the Lord, which yet remain inexpli- 
cable, till the Viſion, which is for an appointed 


N bay: ime, 


Zhou knoweſt not os. Chriſt, bu rho pale 
E know berenfier.- 


(72) 


FT ak the Myſte 
Tims, ak out he Myſtery ap 


lain: $2 
Hat I do. 


Niean Time, din the Mind of the Lord * 
fully appear, let all murmuring and mutinous 


2 ated oy thele ee 


2  Condder the Sowa of God, ws. | 
his e over e all his Qrea- 


tures, as the Potter hath over the Clay. It is rh 


Lord that giverh, and the Lord rhat raketh ; 
and therefore we are to fay, Bleſſed be the Na 


| eee It is the Lord, Who can do us no 


Wrong, and who hath undeſervedly done us much 
Good; let him do 10 us what ſeemet h good in 
bis Sg br. Let not too much alnefs a- 
bout your Affliction and Lots divert you fo an 

bumble 1 at this ſovereign Lord, what he 
at by this Diſpenſation? What he would 


aims a 


have you to learn out of it? What he reproves 
and contends with you for? What he would have 


amended in you? What he would have you wean- 

ed from, and mortiſied to? You may humbly ask 
him, What he would have you to do? ? And what 
he means by this hard Beginning; that you, who 


were firſt provided in this Manner, Mould be firſt 


laid deſolate ? That the Lord ſhould feem to give 


: Foo: in => 1 4 Deliverance from the 


ion of Church Judicatories, 
yer, * A * den, withdraw the Deliverance, 


2 increafe- your Grief. You may think, Can 
fuch a Caſe be e exemplified in — While 
many, through the Land, are of the Mind, that 
— — e are raiſed up of the Lord, | 


TBD - 
ly Providence, Fo 
1 People in Foot 
Rope ance, in the Entry of hb 
Cond Relief was thought to have — given, bur 
behold it is blown up; we are in as great Straits 
as ever, and our Grief is doubled. God: hatly 
not finiled upon the Means of Deliverance that 
have” comme this Way. My dear Friends, if you 
ſearch your Bible, you'll ſee how God may, by f 
{ach ſovereign Steps as this, mew e n As 
— reat Work of deliv Mojes' was ſent 
wer Iſrael — of t 1 25 pin Bon- 
* Ex08. iii. 7, 8, 9, 10. bur th £14; inſtead 
of preſent Deliverance, on a ſudden, their Hopes 
are daſhed, their Bondage is increaſed; ! 5 


come erying to Moſes" and Aaron, fa 
Lord book upon you, and judge, &c. De 
put a in their Hand to ſuy us. Where- 


fore "Moſes returned to the Lord, aying; Where- 
fore" haft rhou' ſo' evil entreated: this People 2 
ig it that thou haſt ſent me?” T boy ben 
not delivered thy" People at all, Bxodi v. 
22, 23. yet how gloriouſly God: delivered-in th | 
Iflve, the ſacred Hiftor ſhews. Now; after this 
one Inftance is adduced, let none, in their com- 
menting upon the Providence thiat hach befalten 
you,” conclude, That your Caſe is deſperate, and 
that'the Work, which the Lord wrought among 
you, in: beginning your Deliverarice; Was not 
God; becaufe your hopetul Proſpect was ſo ſud- 
denly daſhed; Nay, what if, from ſueh Thſtan- 
ces ad that I have Wentis sed it look more like 
to the ve "Ny of our ſovereign God, in deli 
vering his People 28885 their Thraldom ?: 
Secondly — infinite Wiſdom of God; 
that! — much * what is good-for Je | 


than 


<= _ 


een 

than you yourſelves do. He knows that to be 
moſt needful for you, which 8 may 1 be 
moſt hurtful and dreadful: To this ſe you 
may put a Remark upon the Words of Chriſt to 
his Diſciples, John xvi. J. Where, having ſpoken 
of his leaving them, upon 2 of which Sor- 
row had filled their Heart, he ſays, Neverrhe- 
leſs I tell you the Truth, it is expedient for you 
that I go away. What! (might the ſhallow 
Wiſdom of the Diſciples ſay) can that be true, 
that it is good and expedient for us, that our great 
Lord and Maſter go away from us? This is a 
Thing that hath the moſt dreadful Af dect, What 
will become of us, if he leave us? It ſeems ut- 
terly impoſſible to us, that this can be for our 
Good and Advantage. Nay, but ſays he, who is 
Truth itſelf, and who is the Wiſdom of God, 7 
tell you the Truth, it is expedient for you that 
T go away. Now, could the Loſs of the great 
Maſter's Preſence be made up? and could his De- 
parture be needful and expedient for them and 
us? And will ye think it ſtrange, if he be ſaying 
to you, with reſpect to a Servant, however emi- 
nent, It is expedient for you, that he ſhould be 
taken away? God can do no needleſs Thing: 
Even when what he does is awful, yet ſtill - it is 
needful. Whenever we are in Heavineſs, through 
any or many Trials, it is always and only. if Need 
be, 1 Peter i. 6. And if ye, at preſent, are in 
Heavineſs, through this awful Blow of his Hand, 
you may be ſure it was needful: Though you can- 
not ſee it, infinite Wiſdom knows the Neceſſity 
and Expediency thereof. And, if you ftand in 
Need of what you are tryſted with, in all its 
ſad and ſorrowful Circumſtances, which muſt 
be the Caſe, ſince God, that cannot lie hath 


4 2M ſaid 
— 


ned tenet Kft ß d ES. . . & =, . 4 


: £983 hots 
ſaid it, ſurely you ought to ſubmit to his Pleas = 
ſure, which hath your Profit inſeparably joined 
with it, Heb. xii. 10. Nor have you Reaſon to 
complain of. God's ordering that for you, where- 
of you ftand in Need, even the quick Remoyal of 
ſuch a precious and defirable Paſtor: For, if you 
did but exceed in doting too much upon him, 
and in reckoning yourſelves happy in having him, 
as Micah did in another Caſe, Judges xvii. 13. 
It was needful, that by his being raken away, you 
ſhould be made to ſee, that your Good and ita 

ineſs lay elſewhere, and be brought to a bleſſed 
eceſſity of crying more ardently than ever, with 


the Tear of godly Sorrow in the Eye of Faith, | 


to our Ne LG Maſter, Chriſt, that he 
bimſelt- may come and fill up the Room that he 
hath made void. And indeed it is a great Vacu- 
ity, that he, in whom dwells all the Fulneſs of 
the Godhead, cannot fill. A few Moments of his 
racious Preſence, and a few Drops of his ſpecial 
ve is ſufficient to fill up the greateſt Void: that 

is made by the Removal of the choiceſt, and moſt 
defirable of all earthly Comforts; and happy they, 
as one ſays, who, when they loſe any near Friend. 
or dear Idol they are fond of, are helped of God 
to make Jeſus Chriſt ſucceed to it as its Heir, by 
taking that Loſy- as a Summons to transfet and 
fettle their whole Love on him, as the Object in- 
comparably worthy of it, he being altogether 
lovely, and infinitely more amiable and fairer. than 


the Sons of Men. Say not, There is no Sorrow 


like our Sorrow, no Trial like ours; and if it 
had been any Thing but hig, we could have born 
it; for your heavenly Father ſees that this, this 

very Cup, with all its bitter Ingredients, was fit 
to be given you to drink; and that this, this very 


*. 


FE os even the ſudden Death of a lately 
Fa 


| dFul for you, thus to corre& you, for your 

ee ao apa ot, when Ye 
wert DE! ad. O0 Ya! Ire | 

. hi _ 1 this 


one very bitter Sermon, to help you, through 
8 di . NM. 12 
he not ſee ei you, that, before his He- 
* he ſhould be brou ht into 12 Re- 
tion with you, that not only his Widow and fa - 
therleſs Children, being thus intitled to a Share 
of your Kind and generous Concern; you might 
have Occaſion to ſhew it, ſo far as that may 
quiſite; but alſo, that you, in particular, might 

2 the ſpecial Benefit of a louder Sermon, 

his Death, than ever you had from him in his 
Life. And if this laſt and loudeſt Sermon be 
pleſſed and ſanctiſied to you, for awakening you 
to ſeek the Lord more earneſtly, and for compe]- 
ling you to come in to him the more 1 5 ly, 
then it will be ſweetly verified in your Experi- 
ence, that it was expedient for you, that he ſhould 
be taken away. | E JSST 

When you ſo earneſtly entreated the publiſhin 

of the foregoing Ordination-Sermon, I ft 1 
you little expected, that it would need to be fab. 
loeribed, as it were, with a Funeral-Sermon : But, 
ſince holy Providence hath made this Addition to 
that Exerciſe not unſuitable, I hope it ſhall not, 
though in this rude and unexpected Addreſs to 
vou, be unacceptable, notwith anding the Occa- 
fion be mournful : As I would therefore reſume, 
that the preceeding Conſiderations —_ not be 


ferkoned unſcaſonable, and hope they will be * 


i” 
# 


_— bd - ST” 


| 


Sound of the 
yet they muſt die, Son givin Jo pers 


nee . 


— - , 9 
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| I4-ppalleted by 50h; & Lihall be 
22 Advices ſuitable, [ think, 


Firſt, Think not — that your Minifter 
es die, and be ſo quickly called away. As 


the Prophets do not live — Lech. i. 5, 10 
may be call wy wort ſhort While : For ſome 


may be called to N but on, Hour in God's 
ine yard, and yet be rewarded equally with thoſe 
ve wrought the whole Day, Marth. XE. 


= Same may think, that, if any could be ex- 


rewed from Death and duck b. W. it ſhould 
be they who are the Lights of the World; chat, 
Ty } ſhould eſcape the Houfe of Sitence, It 
be they who ate to donve vie Joufiul 

ſpel to the Ears 


off v ickly, tally in two Caſes. 

. When kr Werk dens that God bath 
allotted to them in this World. Some Miniſters 
live longer than others, becauſe. God hath ap- 
inted them more Work than others. Some 
ive a ſhorter Time; becauſe either God hath: ap. 
pointed them leſs Work, or enables ene . 
parch a 4% Vie d Work in a ſhort Tim. 
Judgments _ haſt 

co towards the Place, or Land, 
they 3 even as 1 that famous — 
75 Righteouſneſs, entred into the Ark but a few 
Deluge fore the old World was deſtroyed by a 


Such righteous Men are often taten . 


aua fro om the Evil to come, though few- obſerve 
and. ay it. to Heart; even though terrible Judg- 
ments may be at the Door. | 
As theſe are two ſovereign: Reaſons, ſo 1 ſhall 
mention two finfu] Caules, that may aß 
˖ 


(78) 
Death of faithful Miniſters. © Though their Days 
are determined by that God, in whoſe Hande all 
our Times are; yet Men may be inſtrumental in 
ſhortening their Life, either by undervaluing, or 
overvaluing of tù en. 
1.) By undervaluing them, ſlighting and con- 
temning their Perſon, their Gifts, their Meſſage. 
If we do not prize our Mercies when we enjoy 
them, God may make us know the Worth of 
them by the Want of them. Much Contem 

was poured upon your Paſtor, now dead in Chriſt, 
by many of this Generation: Therefore God hath 
ſaid, They are not worthy of him; they ſhall 


not contemn him long. 


. (a) By overvaluing them People may ſhorten 
their Days, when they give that Honour to them 


which only belongs to their great and glorious 
Maſter, who will not give his Glory to another. 
If People fall down and worſhip theſe bright and 
glittering Stars, no Wonder if the Fut her of Lights 
remove them away. If, in any Reſpect, they be 
advanced to God's Throne, he will quickly lay 
them in the Duſt. It is true, Goſpel-Miniſters, 
that have the divine Miſſion and Meſſage, ought 
to be Highly eſteemed for their Work's Sake; 
and there can be no Sin in honouring theſe whom 
God honours ; or in loving theſe very dearly; 
whom God makes the happy Inſtruments of our 
Converſion, or ſpiritual 2 : But yet, if 
theſe Inſtruments get more of our Heart than is 
due to them, or any Share of the Room that 
Chriſt only ſhould have, then he may juſtly ha- 
ften them out of our Way. How far, as I ſaid 
above, any might have exceeded in doating too 
much upon your eminent Paſtor, I know not, unleſs 
it was evidenced by the great Following of People 
„ | | that 


C98 wet | 
that he had flocking to him, which yet I dare 
not. wholly condemn in them, leſt I ſhould re- 
proach- our bleſſed Maſter, who never reproved” - 
the Multitude for flocking to him, even when 
they thronged him and preſſed him, Zuke viii. 

45. except when they followed him only for the 

Loaves, or the Bread that periſheth, Fob» vi. 26, 

27. Nor did ever 7ohn the Baptiſt, nor any of 

the Apoſtles, challenge the Multitudes for throng- 
ing to them. But if any were guilty of immo- 
derate doating upon this ſhort-lived Paſtor of 
yours, they may acknowledge the Lord to be 
righteous, when they robbed him of his Honour, 
that he robbed them of their Idol. The beſt of 
Miniſters are but mortal Men: Though the rich 
Treaſures of 8 Gifts and Graces are pou- 
red into theſe Veſſels, they are but earthen ones, 
and will ſoon be broken by the Blow of God's 

Hand. Theſe Gourds may be very delightful to 
us, and we may find great Kefreſhment in fitting - 
under their Shadow; yet the Worm of Death 
will ſoon make them to wither. And we do not 
well to be exceeding or exceſſively glad of them, 
while they grow 3 no do wwe well to be angry, 
when they ait her. 

. Secondly, Endeavour to make a right Improve- 
ment of this awful Providence: In order to which 
I ſhall recommend a fix-fold Study, with  Rela- 
tion to your Miniſter's Death, O22 90h 

05 udy to be ſenſible of the Hand of Gd 
in this Providence. Be not inſenſible of the Stroke: 
Though you muſt not murmur at it, yet you ought 
to mourn for it, and for your Sins, that provoke 
the Lord to take ſuch Labourers out of his Vine- 
yard. Inſenſibleneſs of God's Hand is interpre- 

ted by the Spirit of God a deſpiſing of it, Heb. 


xii. 
i 


cation, Fer. v. 3. J haus ſmitten them, and they 
Child not to cry when his Father whips him. 


_ the ſeven Stars in bis right Hand, and who 


| (800 
5. "My Gon, deſpiſe! not thou the 1 | 


1 bi Lord. Lea, ic is accounted-a high Provo- 
naue not grieved. It atgues Stubbonnneſs in a 


When God Salbe the Loſs of a dear Friend, 
it is very ſmarting; but when he does it by the 
Death of a dear Miniſter, a Soul- Friend, it is 
omar 3 taris pet Each 
2 to what is 

God taken away your Miniſter? Endeavour to re- | 
collect and retam theſe excellent Truths that were 
delivered by him while he 1 Call 
theſe bleſſed Sentences to mind, as far as poſ⸗ | 
ſible, in order to feed upon them, as the | 
ſays, Thy Words were 44 of me, and I did 

eat them; they were to me the q and rejoi- 

cing of my Heart, Jerem. xv. 16. So far as you 

can remember them, —— — 

ip — _ ou profit by them. 2 deli- 


* 2 rn e VV Am T7 


Arg to you was a paſting ng Voice e; 
but np Word deli 3 Tho 
he is dead, the Word of the Lord liveth, and 4. 


bideth for ever. Theſe Counſela, which he gave 
you from the Word of God, are binding upon 
N is bound with the Chains of 


zaly. Study to know Chriſt, as the only Mini- 
ſter t at lives for ever, and that can make up your 
Loſs. It is he who ſays, NRevel. i. 18. J am he 
that liveth, and was dead, and be hold I live 
For evermore, Amen, and have the Keys of Hell 
and of Death. It is he, Revel. ii. 1. who holds 


walks in the en the 2 golden Caudle- 
fickte: And it is he who, when he W on 
2 wo 


.cn il | 81 0. ak „ S bit at" 
big b, led Captivity captive, and received Gifts 
18, compared with Epb. iv. B, 11, 12. Theſe 
Gifts, and. gi 'erſons, and his powerful Pre- 
ſence with them, for the Benefit of his Church 
and 11 575 he hath promiſed 0 the End of tbe 

orid, Mat. xxviii. 18, 19, 20. This living je. 
ſus can make up our Loſs, by: raiſing up others. 


4thly. Study to employ this. glorious Lord Je- 
ſus, both to r another Paſtor, or Paſtors, for 
| leſs the Proviſion hei ſhall make for 
e Good When Gad calls any Labour- 
ers out of his Vineyard, then ſupplicate the Throne 


of Grace, and cry mightily to the Lord of 'the 
Harveſt, that he would thruſt out more Labeur- 
ers into it, that there may be a Succeſſion of faith= 
ful Miniſters, who ma rightly divide the Word, 
and faithfully break = read of | Lsfe to you: 
and to your Poſterity, when your Places ſpall 
know you no more. Endeayour alſo to depend 
upon our, exalted King of Zion, for his Bleſſing 
upon, and continuing of the Proviſion he may 
make for you; and for Grace to make a due Im- 
provement of all the ſpiritual Waterings he ſhall 
allow you, whether more tranſient or fixed. And 
ſince he is now teaching us, that what we call a 
fixed Miniſtry is, at beſt, but tranſient; as theſe 
that areMiniſters ſhould hence learn to be diligent 


L 22 


gr © 
in bringing in as much "WP Honour to their 
Maſter's Name, as they can, kite they live ; for 
.when they die, hand: can do no ge en 
Account of their Stewardſhi 2 ma- 
ny that enter upon the W 4% Minift iſtry, 
| Urtle'confidertha awful Accornt f bg ave to give 
—— 6 of all the Earth, She'd 
26K. Xxklii. ); 8. 2 Tom. iv. T, 2. 
——— chat are the People, acid hence learn 
how much it concerns you to endeavour, through 
Hel den to get as much a8 you can, from Go- 


ts, while they live: Por, 1 ag 
— entred within the gloomy Sha 


Death; they can be no further beneficial to you, 
by their Warnings, Entreaties, cke e 70 
forts, or Proyeth.” As Death ft ar obs the 
Hearer, fo it lays the en Tet the 8. 

The Offers they n make of hrift, and Ko Ker 
through him, ſhould be ly erobraced ; for 
12 4. — the ect of thoſe, who 


ring theſe glad Tidings, m > down to the 
Ga 41 700 be Tee 19 — and be» 
wail your Mifimprovement of them. © Yea, as Mi- 


niſters muſt die, and appear before the Alete Bar, 
to give an Account of their Miniſtry; fo you muſt 


alſo appear there, to give a Accoynt of our Pro- 
— And — f | 7 


It hly. Study to improve your Miniſter's Death, 
— a Mean of % reparation for your own; that ſo 


may exerat Meat cy of this Eater, and Gain 
— — is Loſs: Which you would do, if * 


mournful — ſhould ſubſerve the good Pu | 
of ſtirri to conſider your latter E 5 


as to be reſtleſs & till you be ready for it, by a Readi- 
neſs both of State hd Prare. By a Readineſs of 


State : mee, a being brought out of a State of 
| Na- 


3 Miniſter Vas his Gait, while he hath ex- 


and muſt go to the glorious Society of Jeſus, and o 

all his holy Prophets bd e are made 
perfect in Holineſs, and ſhall eternally reign 
with him, Could they, who are rejoicing above, 
ſpeak to you who are moutning below, they 
would fay to you, as Chriſt ſaid to the Women 
that followed him to the Croſs, Weep not for me, 
but weep for yourſebves ; weep not for us, who 
are a5pp y come to our Jourriey's End, but weep 
for your elves, who are travelling yet through a 

waſte and howling Wilderneſs; weep not for 
us, who have arrived at the happy Haven © 


that the moſt eminent Servants of God have gone 


Reſt ; (for Heſſed are the Dead that die in the 


Lord; they reſt from their Labour) but weep 
for watt 2 are yet toſſed to and fro ag | 
on a tempeſtuous Sea, and are ſtill labouring and 
toiling ; weep not for us, who ſtand upon the 
Mount of Triumph, and have obtained a com- 
plete Victory in Chriſt Jeſus over all our Ene- 

ies; but weep for yourſelves, who are ſtill on 
a Field of Battle, wreſtling not only uur Fleſh 
and Blood, but with Principalities and Pow- 
ert: But yet a little, and ye, who are prepared, 
as I have ſaid, for your own Change, and who 


have reaped ſpiritual Profit and Gain, by your 


„ Mini- 


Niniſter's Doctrine and Death; yet a little while 
85 td 9 {ha 7 With W , never to be 
eee ea 
eparated trom hirn, and.cnjoy tusSociety in ano- 
ther Manner, and in 4 more glorious Place, where 
50 who joined with, him in Worlhip, here, ſhall 
ſain with him in a triumphant Song of Praiſe, 75 

in that ſits upon the I hrone,and.to the Lamb 
or. ever and ever ; and where you'll fre the great 
"Miniſter of the . 
fitting on his er T rone; and all the other 
Miniſters of Jeſus, like ſo many bright Stars, fur 
rounding the Sun of Righteouſneſs for evermore. 
And, that you may be the more prepared for that 
happy State, to which your Munſter is, by Death, 
removed, | 5 agother Advice, 'Y IMinift 
tl. Study to imitate your departed Miniſter 
in all ae Things that 2 {ot 908 and commen- 
dable in him. It is true, the beſt of Miniſters, 
even theſe that are gone, have had their Failings 
apc Imperfections ; Moſes and Elias were Men 
ſubject to like Paſſions as we are; the moſt emi- 
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nent Saints are to be followed by us no further 
that they followed Chriſt ; But, when they are 
one, all their Failings ſhould be buried with 
9 891 and their Excellencies ſhould be kept alive 
in our Memory, in order to our Imitation of them. 
And indeed there were ſeveral Things of this Na- 
ture very evident in your late Paſtor, wherein you 
would 4 well to follow his Example; ſuch as, 
1. His blameleſs and circumſpeck Walk, where⸗ 
in he endeavoured (though ſinleſs Perfection is 
unattainable in a mortal State) to Hape a Conſci- 
ence void of Offence toward God and toward 
Man, Such was his Caution herein, that his 
preateſt Enemies had nothing againſt him, except 
enly tn the Matters of his God, as it is faid, Day, 
Yar: : 5 1 4. Hig 


popular Applauſe he had, which be emed: 

85 to be aſhamed of khan to affect; but, like 
ECT 

, ſtoo and con to en, 
paſſing ng by chel cle Injuries, he ee Bam ary ot 

85 His laborious Concern for the f . itu 
fi of immortal Souls. Such was his Love 
the Souls of Men, that he owe to ſpend 1 
4255 t for them; hk little Pity, upon his own 

Jy, in Compariſon; of the Pury by be ſhewed to 
their Souls. hence it may ſaid of him, 
eſpecially after his Mouth was opened to preach 
| the Goſpel, that he was not very in well do- 

ing, but went about doing Good. He not only 
waſted his bodily Strength in this Eu 5 
but when his Fleſh and Heart ſeemed. to fail, 
and his Body ſo weak, that he could hardly — | 
to ſtand in a Pulpit or Tent, yet his Affections 
were ſo much engaged in his Work, .that be was 
very unwilling to leave it. 

4. His Love to the Saints. He clpecially em- 
braced theſe, in the Arms of his Love upon ; 
with * he thought he ſhould join in ſing- 
ns the Song of the Lamb in Heaven. His Love 

Benevolence extended unto all, as appears in 
the foreſaid Concern, he had for the Salvation of 
Sinners: But his Complacence was with the Saints, 
the excellent Ones of the Earth, in _ was 
bis Deli ght. 221 8 | 

* Us 8 to ſuffer for TH Maſter. 24 a 
for the Go pel's Sake, and his Willingneſs to take 
up his Crols, and follow Chriſt. 1 in in the thorop f 


oad 


2 


counted Woh 
Mud whom he preached "IE 


— 2 

„ 

. - * — 

a7 * CEP I 

* 

9 3 * 
** * 
- 


der Cotitvaipt;zand 
for the Name oP Clitit, of with ke 
—— a his Share, even in Hide of the ile 


publick Prigts; which yet he never reſented; but 


ull Ae garded, as one that rejoiced to be 
4 to fuß. Shane fr the News of 


6. His Zeal for his Maſter's Hotiour, Gauſs wry 
Intereſt, which made him to witneſs, even in his p 
vate gtation, before ever he entred upon the 
Miniftry, againſt the Corruptions and Gio 
of the Tiihes, and induesd ulm to come out to the 
Field of Battle, — — woke! 1 

bytery, as a Society Which he to be con 
75 for erde ec el ſor the Liberties 
in Hotland, and for a covenanted 
os f 0 rmation, Which he ſaw — Judica- 
— _ eir s; Were razin * — 


we may ſay, and died in the 
1 alſo ou 92 wr imitated al yer, 
that defite to cothe Sorth to the Help of the Lord, 
Fo the . of the Lord againſt the Mi by, 
Tat. 23. This likewiſe ſhould be Matt 
ncouragement to you, that were under his au. 
al before his Death. I read of Xeno- 
phon, who having a Cron upon his Head, the 
News came to him that his Child was dead, and 
he pteſently-puts off his Crown in Tome of Sor- 
row; but then enquiking how he died? Anfſw = 
was 4 that he died in the Wars; A de | 
led for hisCrown apain : Eveti fo, Jour dear Mi- 
niſter is dead ; and therefore you have caſt perhaps 
the — 0 Joy - your eads, and are under 
but if you confider how he died 
in the £5 ſp punt) Wars, is now a Conqueror, you 
594 pit on your Crown of Joy again, ald ſtudy to 


take 
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3 good Fight of Faith 3 
lich be did 65 =" I 
and then dd in the Faith he _ 
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43 racter, or Service to your Souls. 
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take Courage, ET e 


"_ ched, wirneſe 5 
of his Life, Tho- 
re Oak his Death 


ve nat, . pe | 
ly:reached me; yet, Lam f 2 — 
bis dying Words; fome dropped u H — 


fe, 1 have had many Adverſuries, both 
within and <vit hour, to 2oreſtle ae, wo 


Had i e all nine Byemies 3 
and 7 would 2 Lot for the bravieh 


mmended his Maſt 


Life and Death before y ow Dung e f 
hath ſet your Miniſtfer Life before you, 


that, by all theſe Means, you pays „ 
come in, that his Houſe may be filled. 
Tho' ſuch as have enjoyed a nearer, and 


with the Lord, 77. perhaps find the Account 1 
have given ot his haracter, to be but lame and de- 


| Gallen, nnd tel ht readily be in Caſe to make a 


more a theſe religious Virtues 
that 7 t to be 1 you; 
et, I hope, what is here, _—_— to Knowledge, 
aid before you, will be the more — to, and 
regarded by you, that it is not without ſome ſpeci- 
al unforeſeen Providence, that he who was particu- 
larly employed, firſt in licenfing, and then in or- 
daining him, ſhould alſo, after a | be brought un- 
dera — — Neceſſity of doing this Iaſt Of- 
fice to his Memory: Whereial ſhall not reckon my 


poor Labour vain, if it do any Jan his Cha- 3 
AN. 2 
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| er ; 7 
Intimacy with your worthy Miniſter, who is now _ 
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